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INTRODUCTION
Welcome to the latest E-Bulletin from the Education for Sustainable Development Forum that provides
information on activities in the environmental education and education for sustainable development sectors
in Northern Ireland. Below you will find a variety of useful information, including ESD Forum and member’s
news, resources, training events and seminars, publications, funding opportunities, and any job vacancies in
the sector.
The Forum is the networking body for the Environmental Education and Education for Sustainable
Development sector that promotes a coordinated approach to the delivery of environmental education and
education for sustainable development in Northern Ireland. Forum Membership consists of organisations from
the public, private and voluntary sectors.
The Forum attempts to raise awareness of environmental education and education for sustainable
development issues in the formal and non-formal education sectors through the provision of services such as
the production of resources, initial and in service teacher training, member meetings and training and
organising member and public conferences.
Iona Meyer
ESD Forum Administrator

NEWS FROM THE ESD FORUM
1.

ESD FORUM UPDATE

As we area at the half way point in the summer holiday I hope you have had or a planning to have a few weeks
away to recharge plan for another ‘Autumns’ work. Please don’t forget to send me in any news items or events
that you may be organising as we now have a new website https://www.esdforum.org.uk/ it has just recently
gone live and I will be updating it over the number of weeks.
Northern Ireland Environment Link have been working with Consultants to develop a New Strategy and Action
Plan for Education for Sustainability the Strategy focuses on formal education and includes consideration of
how environmental learning programmes support formal learning at all levels. Links to the Strategy and Action
Plan are below.

A New Strategy and Action Plan for Education for Sustainability (EfS) - Full Report
A New Strategy and Action Plan for Education for Sustainability (EfS) - Infographic
If you need to contact me please use my email iona@nienvironmentlink.org and I will get back to you as I am
currently working from home. If you have any information you would like promoted through the E-bulletin
please send it to me by the end of the month, and if you want anything (news, upcoming events, etc.)
promoted on the website do feel free to contact me. It is a good opportunity to get your information out to a
wide audience at no charge to you or your organisation.
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION NEWS
1.

SUMMER THEMED OUTDOOR WORKSHOPS

Liz Farnan, Environmental Educator can deliver summer themed workshops to Foundation, KS1 and KS2
pupils to support 'outdoor classrooms' in your school grounds or a wild place near you. Themes can include
Gruffalo Trails, 'Minibeasts', 'Pond dipping', 'Bird Murder Mystery', 'Teddy Bears Picnics' , 'It's a shore thing',
'Away with the fairies' ,exploring woodlands etc.
Liz is also available for outdoor summer scheme sessions (exciting indoor alternatives on extremely wet
days).
To book, for more details on price, content and curriculum links or to discuss please
contact liz.farnan@yahoo.co.uk or Tel. 028 3085 1595.
Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Liz-Farnan-Environmental-Educator-1674793462617924
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2.

‘THE RIVER’ – CATCHMENTCARE’S ONLINE EDUCATION PROGRAMME

In the previous issue of this E-Bulletin, we reported on how CatchmentCARE’s education programme had gone
online due to the educators not being able to access local schools or facilitate out of classroom visits due to
the C19 Pandemic.
In response to this, we developed Series 1 of “The River” which allowed young people to still learn about and
understand their local rivers during this time. After the great response from by local teachers, principals and
pupils across the country, we have been out and about again and have created a brand new series of "The
River". Yes! We are back for series 2.

Series 2 contains lots of new features, great interviews, and activities based on our local rivers and is a
continuation of the learning from series 1 but we hope, a whole lot more fun. It also includes information for
you to contact the individuals and organisations featured in each episode so that, in the future, you could use
them and their educational resources at your school.
There are five episodes in the first series, each accompanied by a teacher’s pack and teacher notes. The
programmes are linked to the NI curriculum at KS2 (P5 – P7) and the ROI curriculum (Classes 3, 4 and 5). The
five episodes are as follows are available on the CatchmentCARE you tube channel Episode one: "Tangled". Alyn and Stephen explore the river ecosystem and habitats, they discuss species
adaptation and encourage birds to the garden to survey. https://youtu.be/RPcCx4WOOqY
Episode two: "Wer RU". Stephen and Alyn discuss how to use plans, maps and GIS to find our way around.
https://youtu.be/nlN0UdfES20
Episode three: "EIEIO". Stephen and Alyn are down on the farm and see how eutrophication affects our rivers
and lakes. https://youtu.be/z34Fbq2qDWo
Episode four: "School of Rocks". Alyn and Stephen explore the connection between rocks and rivers.
https://youtu.be/JgJS6BTuD8A
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Episode five: "Little Fishy". In this, the concluding episode of “The River”, Alyn and Stephen switch their focus
to freshwater biodiversity and explore the difference between freshwater and saltwater.
Interviews with the Loughs Agency and Inland Fisheries Ireland help provide valuable insight into fish species
and local river biology. https://youtu.be/JODMLdDu1KA

3.

BLACKWATER COMMUNITY PROJECTS UPDATE

The community incentive scheme (CIS) has been one of the success stories of the CatchmentCARE project. In
the Blackwater Catchment alone 23 successful community projects have been supported and delivered over
two phases of the scheme. In Phase 2 of the scheme, 12 projects were funded which included access works,
community river trails, funding for volunteer training and supply of specialised equipment, bio-blitz events,
citizen science projects and interpretation and signage.
Bioblitz Events build a picture of river wildlife
In Phase 2 of the CIS, six local community groups were interested in running Bioblitz type events to help
upskill their members and local community as to the Biodiversity of their local river / watercourse.
What is a Bioblitz?
A bioblitz is a biological surveying method in an attempt to record all the living species within a
designated area. Groups of scientists, naturalists and volunteers conduct an intensive field study over a
continuous time period - this mixture of wildlife experts and the wider public is key to the BioBlitz
concept. It is an informal and fun way to
create a snapshot of the variety of life that
can be found in an area and provides an
opportunity for participants to learn
together and share their expertise and
enthusiasm for nature. This is a great way of
breaking down barriers to engagement with
science and raising awareness of the role of
biological recording. It also gives the public
an opportunity to contribute to a genuine
scientific survey.

In 2021, local environmental expert Karl Hamilton ran these events for the Blackwater Community Barge,
Emyvale Tidy Towns, Eskra Community Association, Mongahan Tidy Towns, Torrent River Enhancement
Association and Castlecaulfield Horticultural Society.
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4.

ELMER’S BIG BELFAST TRAIL

Have you ‘herd’ the news? Belfast Zoo has its very own Elmer elephant sculpture as part of Northern Ireland
Hospice’s “Big Belfast Trail”!
Designed by local artist Dawn Crothers, “A Day Trip to the Zoo” has been created to stimulate your
imagination with fond memories of visiting the zoo.
Dawn Crothers frequently visited Belfast Zoo growing up, due to her living very close by. Her fascination with
animals and nature began there. Dawn has also captured the spirit of the history of our Cave Hill surroundings
by including the Floral Hall and the Bellevue Steps.
Dawn’s masterpiece is just one of 70 elephant-astic sculptures dotted across Belfast city centre.
Launched on Monday 20 June, the trail will be in place for ten weeks as part of a collaboration between the
Northern Ireland Hospice, Wild in Art and Andersen Press.
Find out more by visiting www.elmerbelfast.co.uk (link opens in new window)

5.

WILD ABOUT FOOD

Mid and East Antrim Borough Council are running a free programme of foraging walks and cooking demos led
by Forage Ireland are running Borough wide through the seasons. Learn about seasonal, sustainable, produce
and some delicious recipes. Booking required details below
Herbal Healing, Thursday 11 August, 6pm to 8.30pm, Buttermilk Walk Broughshane
Forage for edible delights such as elderflower, lime and linden. Learn what delicious herbal tea and cordials
you can make
Booking link here
Berry Good, Saturday 27 August, 10am to 1pm, Linn Glen Larne
Forage the hedgerows for blackberries and learn how to make delicious jams and drinks
Booking link here
Amazing Apples, Saturday 24 September, 10am to 1pm, Diamond Jubilee Wood Whitehead
Take a stroll through the woods very own community orchard and learn what amazing dishes you can make
with apples. Press and sample your own apple juice
Booking link here
Fungi Foray, Saturday 15 October, 10am to 1pm, Carnfunnock Country Park
Enjoy a walk through Carnfunnock Country Park and forage for edible fungi and learn what delightful dishes
you can make
Booking link here
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6.

CALLING ALL LITTLE ADVENTURERS!

Belfast Zoo’s Explorers’ club is a weeklong summer programme for children aged 7 to 11. Combining
classroom learning, hands-on activities and behind-the-scenes access in the zoo, this is a ZOOPER way for kids
to learn about conservation and wildlife in a fun and interactive setting.
Little explorers can enjoy the following:
 animal interactions
 trails around the zoo
 VIP behind the scenes access
 arts and crafts
 biodiversity
 meeting the zoo keepers
The Explorers' Club runs from 9.30am to 3.30pm,
Monday to Friday on the following dates:


22 to 26 August

The cost is £125 per week. There is a 10% discount for additional family members.
How to book
To book a place on the Explorers' Club, please call Belfast Zoo on 028 9077 6277 or email
education@belfastzoo.co.uk for more information.
Note: Explorers' Club places are limited and will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. You must book
and pay in advance. Activities are subject to change.

7.

BIODIVERSITY EDUCATION SERVICES AT OXFORD ISLAND

Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon District Council have a new programme outlining the range of
educational programmes available to schools and groups visiting Oxford Island National Nature Reserve on the
shores of Lough Neagh.
Programmes for visiting schools and groups are led by knowledgeable staff from the Biodiversity Education
team at Oxford focusing on the wildlife and habitats of the area. Programmes are delivered throughout the
year with the summer term and the early autumn being very popular with nursery, primary and secondary
schools, accommodating up to 60 pupils at one time.
2889. BIODIVERSITY
EDUCATION SERVICES AT OXFORD ISLAND_ LEAFLET_ v3.pdf

Check out the leaflet above to see the full range of activities on offer.
We are now taking school bookings for autumn 2022, spring, and summer 2023.
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8.

AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY (AONB) PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 2022

The management teams the Ring of Gullion, the Mournes and Strangford and Lecale AONBs are launching
their joint Photography Competition to highlight the beauty of these special areas for 2022.
This gives individuals across the three areas another great way to showcase their love of their AONB through
high-quality beautiful photography; We want to inspire everyone to enjoy the AONBs, by encouraging
everyone to share their two passions: the beauty of the area and photography!
The theme for this year’s competition is “Heritage in my AONB”.
The theme is open to individual interpretation. You might choose to photo wildlife (which includes animals
and plants), landscapes, or even the weather. Visit https://www.ringofgullion.org/gallerycategory/photography-competition/ to see photos entered and winners in the past few years.
The Photography Competition will run until the 17th August 2022.
Prizes
The winning prize for overall photo is £100 with the runners up in the over 14’s receiving £25 and £25 for
Under 14’s.
You and your winning entries will also enjoy a wealth of publicity on our website on all our social media and
local media.
The top 13 will feature in 2023 AONBs Calendar.
For more information click Here

9.

BELFAST HILLS PARTNERSHIP

Check out Belfast Hills website to discover a number of events that Cave Hill Conservation Campaign (CCHC)
have organised between now and the autumn to find out more click Here
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.
10.

NORTHERN IRELAND FOREST SCHOOLS ASSOCIATION AUTUMN CONFERENCE
"From Little Acorns..... celebrating over 200 NIFSA Official Forest Schools"

NIFSA are pleased to announce the 2022 Annual Conference. Save the date - 30th September 2022.
The theme of the conference is celebrating over 200 NIFSA official Forest Schools now accredited. We are so
proud of this achievement.
The conference will take place at Clandeboye Estate in Bangor, home to our permanent Clandeboye Nature
Ranger Forest School site.
The fine details still need to be worked out but will includea) Overview of the new website. Lots of exciting new features to support you in your outdoor learning
journey. - Forest Schools in Northern Ireland (forestschoolsni.com)
(Please bear with us as we move information from our old website over to this new one. Some of the features
you will not have access to yet as we create our new registration list).
b) Introduction to the Level 4 - The OCN NI Level 4 Award in Forest School Programme Management
qualification has been designed to enable learners to develop the knowledge and skills in order to manage a
sustainable forest school programme. It uses many of the NIFSA resources that have been tried and tested.
c) Accreditation - introduction to the NIFSA Elder, Birch and Oak accreditation scheme to recognise those
active Forest Schools.
d) Outdoor workshops.
d) Graduation ceremony for all new Forest School Level 3 teachers
e) and much more.
.
The conference is free for all current members of NIFSA
(2 free passes per organisation).
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11.

UPDATE FROM WEE CRITTERS
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12.

GROWING FOR THE FUTURE – JULY

Visit the Growing for the Future resource on www.ccea.org.uk/growing and get ideas to manage your garden.
April should bring some better weather and see the last of the frosts. Remember if you have a school garden
to check on it during the summer holiday. This is a good time to experiment cooking using all the fresh
vegetables and fruit.
CCEA has developed a web resource, in partnership with Tourism NI, to encourage children to grow fruit and
vegetables, explore where food comes from and to promote healthy eating.
Teachers can access curriculum-linked resource sheets for Key Stages 1 and 2 divided into the calendar year,
with monthly overviews and guidance to growing the fruits and vegetables that are in season. These resources
can support many of the Ten Topics of the Eco-Schools Green Flag journey, such as Biodiversity, Energy and
Healthy Living.
Let us know how you get on with any of these activities by sharing on CCEA’s social media or email Melanie
Mulligan, Education Manager on mmulligan@ccea.org.uk.

13.

ADOPT A SPOT

Live Here Love Here’s Adopt A Spot project enables individuals and communities across Northern Ireland
to make a difference in their local area by creating cleaner, greener outdoor spaces. Adopters can be
anyone from families, community groups, schools, to sporting associations who want to adopt area and look
after it.
Through the Adopt A Spot project, you can apply for one of the following four free kits:


Food For Thought – The starter food growing kit will enable you to grow your own food in your
adopted spot. This kit contains pots of various sizes, compost, vegetable and herb seeds, a watering
can, gloves and hand tools.



Wildlife – The Wildlife kit to help you to increase habitats in small spaces. This kit contains a timber
bird box, bat box and bug box, hand tools, gloves and native Irish wildflower seeds.



Clean-Up – This clean-up kit will support you in creating a cleaner and greener outdoor space. This
kit contains litter pickers, gloves, a first aid kit, a sharps box, bin bags and Hi Vis vests.



Coastal Health – The coastal health kit will help you to make your adopted coastal space cleaner.
This kit contains litter pickers, handy hoops, bin bags, gloves and sieves for monitoring microplastics.
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To register your Spot and apply for your free kit, please access the Live Here Love Here app. If registering
from a smart phone or app device, download the app from the Google Play Store (Android devices) or
App store (iOS) by searching Live Here Love Here.
This short walk-through video will help you get registered on the app https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=72zPYjKNz5w. Registering takes less than 5 minutes and will allow
you to view current Adopt A Spots and upload the impact of your kit.
You can find out more about the project and Live Here Love Here by visiting our website. If you have any
additional queries, please get in touch with us at adoptaspot@keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org
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RESOURCES
1.

ULSTER WILDLIFE RESOURCES

Ulster Wildlife have an excellent range of resources for teachers and students available on their website, to
check these out go to the following link. Here

2.

RSPB RESOURCES

RSPB have an excellent range of resources for teachers and students available on their website, to check these
out go to the following link. Here

3.

MAGILLIGAN FIELD CENTRE RESOURCES

Magilligan Field Centre presents a new set of free outdoor
learning activity resources for primary schools. What better
time to plan for a term filled with outdoor learning
opportunities, fresh air and adventures in your school
grounds!
Follow the link below to find all the details and resource
links.
Here

4.

ECO SCHOOLS RESOURCES

Eco-Schools have an excellent range of resources for teachers and students available on their website, to
check these out go to the following link: Here

TRAINING & EVENTS
1.

VARIOUS EVENTS

Some organisations are beginning to hold events now; those I know of are listed below. If you have, any
events coming up in your own groups let me know and I can publicise them on the website.
www.eefni.org.uk/events/index
Check out Belfast Hills Partnership events on https://belfasthills.org/events/
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National Trust NI Events which have to be pre booked on
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/location/1431734304954/whats-on
Check out Ulster Wildlife events on https://www.ulsterwildlife.org/events
Check out Woodland Trust events on https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/things-todo/woods-through-the-seasons/spring/

FUNDING
1.

BIG LOTTERY AWARDS FOR ALL NORTHERN IRELAND

What funding is available?
National Lottery Awards for All Northern Ireland
£300–£10,000


Projects bringing local people together to make positive changes in their community.



No deadline, so groups can apply any time.



Applying is quick and simple.



Applications welcome from constituted voluntary or community organisations, schools, and statutory
bodies.



If we funded you within the last two years, we may have to give priority to other groups that have not
recently been funded through this programme.



less



For more information, click on the link below

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/northern-ireland

2.

EMPOWERING YOUNG PEOPLE
There are various funding opportunities under the National
Lottery Community Fund. One is Empowering Young People.
A larger amount of funding (between £10,001 and £500,000)
for projects that work with young people (between the ages of
8 and 25) to face and overcome challenges.

This funding stream is Northern Ireland wide and is suitable for voluntary and community organisations. The
funding ranges from £10001 to £500000 and the application process is ongoing.
Read more via Community Fund…
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OPPORTUNITIES
See opportunities listed below
Climate Craic Multiple Roles (Voluntary)
Closing 30th July 2022
EcoSeeds Seed Producer
Closing 30th July 2022
Belfast Hills Partnership Habitat Connectivity Officer Closing 1st August 2022
Belfast Hills Partnership Group Facilitator
Closing 1st August 2022
Sustrans NI Communications and Marketing Officer
Closing 7th August 2022
MEMBERSHIP OF ESD FORUM
JOIN US
The Education for Sustainable Development aswForum is the networking body for the sector that promotes a
coordinated approach to the delivery of environmental education in Northern Ireland. Forum Membership
consists of organisations from the public, private and voluntary sectors. Most members are actively involved
in environmental education and bring a wide range of expertise and enthusiasm to the forum. Membership to
the ESD Forum is open to all individuals and organisations from the public, private and voluntary sectors.
Benefits of membership include:








Access to an established networking and information organization
One conference per year organised on a range of related environmental education topics
ESD Days run at all of Northern Ireland's University establishments
E-mail updates on the Forums activities plus information, publications and events via the E-Bulletin
Access to ESD Forum website
Support and publicity for your work
Sharing of ideas, expertise and experience

Any Organisation, either voluntary
or statutory

Voluntary
Organisation

Statutory Body

£48

£48

As part of your subscription, you will have free place at an ESD Forum conference each year. The E-Bulletin
goes into many of the schools and is a good way to promote your work. If you would like to promote your
events, publications and training through this E-Bulletin please contact.
Iona Meyer
Education for Sustainable Development Forum
89 Loopland Drive
Belfast BT6 9DW
Tel: 028 9045 5770
iona@nienvironmentlink.org
www.esdforum.org.uk

