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INTRODUCTION 
 
Welcome to the latest E-Bulletin from the Education for Sustainable Development Forum that provides 
information on activities in the environmental education and education for sustainable development sectors 
in Northern Ireland. Below you will find a variety of useful information, including ESD Forum and member’s 
news, resources, training events and seminars, publications, funding opportunities, and any job vacancies in 
the sector.  
 
The Forum is the networking body for the Environmental Education and Education for Sustainable 
Development sector that promotes a coordinated approach to the delivery of environmental education and 
education for sustainable development in Northern Ireland. Forum Membership consists of organisations from 
the public, private and voluntary sectors.  
 
The Forum attempts to raise awareness of environmental education and education for sustainable 
development issues in the formal and non-formal education sectors through the provision of services such as 
the production of resources, initial and in service teacher training, member meetings and training and 
organising member and public conferences.   
  
Iona Meyer  
ESD Forum Administrator  
 

NEWS FROM THE ESD FORUM 
 

1.     ESD FORUM UPDATE 
 
Please don’t forget to send me in any news items or events that you may be organising as we now have a new 
website https://www.esdforum.org.uk/ it has just recently gone live and I will be updating it over the number 
of weeks.  
 
Northern Ireland Environment Link have been working with Consultants to develop a New Strategy and Action 
Plan for Education for Sustainability the Strategy focuses on formal education and includes consideration of 
how environmental learning programmes support formal learning at all levels. Links to the Strategy and Action 
Plan are below. 
 

A New Strategy and Action Plan for Education for Sustainability (EfS) - Full Report 
  
A New Strategy and Action Plan for Education for Sustainability (EfS) - Infographic 
 
If you need to contact me please use my email iona@nienvironmentlink.org and I will get back to you as I am 
currently working from home. If you have any information you would like promoted through the E-bulletin 
please send it to me by the end of the month, and if you want anything (news, upcoming events, etc.) 
promoted on the website do feel free to contact me. It is a good opportunity to get your information out to a 
wide audience at no charge to you or your organisation.   

 

https://www.esdforum.org.uk/
https://www.esdforum.org.uk/site/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/NIEL-STRATEGY-ACTION-PLAN-Full-Document.pdf
https://www.esdforum.org.uk/site/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/A-New-Strategy-Final-Summary-Document.pdf
mailto:iona@nienvironmentlink.org
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION NEWS 

1. SUMMER THEMED OUTDOOR WORKSHOPS 

 

Liz Farnan, Environmental Educator can deliver summer themed workshops to Foundation, KS1 and KS2 
pupils to support 'outdoor classrooms' in your school grounds or a wild place near you. Themes can include 
Gruffalo Trails, 'Minibeasts', 'Pond dipping', 'Bird Murder Mystery', 'Teddy Bears Picnics' , 'It's a shore thing', 
'Away with the fairies' ,exploring woodlands etc. 

Liz is also available for outdoor summer scheme sessions (exciting indoor alternatives on extremely wet 
days). 

To book, for more details on price, content and curriculum links or to discuss please 
contact liz.farnan@yahoo.co.uk or Tel. 028 3085 1595.  
 
Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Liz-Farnan-Environmental-Educator-1674793462617924 
 

mailto:liz.farnan@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Liz-Farnan-Environmental-Educator-1674793462617924
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2.         ‘THE RIVER’ – CATCHMENTCARE’S ONLINE EDUCATION PROGRAMME 
 
In the previous issue of this E-Bulletin, we reported on how CatchmentCARE’s education programme had gone 
online due to the educators not being able to access local schools or facilitate out of classroom visits due to 
the C19 Pandemic.  
 
In response to this, we developed Series 1 of “The River” which allowed young people to still learn about and 
unde  rstand their local rivers during this time. After the great response from by local teachers, principals and 
pupils across the country, we have been out and about again and have created a brand new series of "The 
River". Yes! We're back for series 2.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Series 2 contains lots of new features, great interviews, and activities based on our local rivers and is a 
continuation of the learning from series 1 but we hope, a whole lot more fun. It also includes information for 
you to contact the individuals and organisations featured in each episode so that, in the future, you could use 
them and their educational resources at your school.  
 
There are five episodes in the first series, each accompanied by a teacher’s pack and teacher notes. The 
programmes are linked to the NI curriculum at KS2 (P5 – P7) and the ROI curriculum (Classes 3, 4 and 5). The 
five episodes are as follows are available on the CatchmentCARE you tube channel -  

Episode one: "Tangled". Alyn and Stephen explore the river ecosystem and habitats, they discuss species 
adaptation and encourage birds to the garden to survey. https://youtu.be/RPcCx4WOOqY  

Episode two: "Wer RU". Stephen and Alyn discuss how to use plans, maps and GIS to find our way around. 
https://youtu.be/nlN0UdfES20  

Episode three: "EIEIO".  Stephen and Alyn are down on the farm and see how eutrophication affects our rivers 
and lakes. https://youtu.be/z34Fbq2qDWo  

Episode four: "School of Rocks". Alyn and Stephen explore the connection between rocks and rivers. 
https://youtu.be/JgJS6BTuD8A  

 

https://youtu.be/RPcCx4WOOqY
https://youtu.be/nlN0UdfES20
https://youtu.be/z34Fbq2qDWo
https://youtu.be/JgJS6BTuD8A
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Episode five: "Little Fishy".  In this, the concluding episode of “The River”, Alyn and Stephen switch their focus 
to freshwater biodiversity and explore the difference between freshwater and saltwater. 

 Interviews with the Loughs Agency and Inland Fisheries Ireland help provide valuable insight into fish species 
and local river biology. https://youtu.be/JODMLdDu1KA   

 
3.      BLACKWATER COMMUNITY PROJECTS UPDATE 
 
The community incentive scheme (CIS) has been one of the success stories of the CatchmentCARE project. In 
the Blackwater Catchment alone 23 successful community projects have been supported and delivered over 
two phases of the scheme. In Phase 2 of the scheme, 12 projects were funded which included access works, 
community river trails, funding for volunteer training and supply of specialised equipment, bio-blitz events, 
citizen science projects and interpretation and signage. 
 
Bioblitz Events build a picture of river wildlife 
 
In Phase 2 of the CIS, six local community groups were interested in running Bioblitz type events to help 
upskill their members and local community as to the Biodiversity of their local river / watercourse. 

 
What is a Bioblitz? 
A bioblitz is a biological surveying method in an attempt to record all the living species within a 
designated area. Groups of scientists, naturalists and volunteers conduct an intensive field study over a 
continuous time period - this mixture of wildlife experts and the wider public is key to the BioBlitz 

concept. It is an informal and fun way to 
create a snapshot of the variety of life 
that can be found in an area and provides 
an opportunity for participants to learn 
together and share their expertise and 
enthusiasm for nature. This is a great way 
of breaking down barriers to engagement 
with science and raising awareness of the 
role of biolo  gical recording. It also gives 
the public an opportunity to contribute to 
a genuine scientific survey.  
 

 
In 2021, local environmental expert Karl Hamilton ran these events for the Blackwater Community Barge, 
Emyvale Tidy Towns, Eskra Community Association, Mongahan Tidy Towns, Torrent River Enhancement 
Association and Castlecaulfield Horticultural Society. 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/JODMLdDu1KA
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4.         DREAMACHINE SCHOOLS NI BRIEFING PACK 
 
W5 are supporting a UK-wide rollout of a very exciting new experience. It is a free 
set of STEAM resources and CPD/TPL for teachers that are linked to the 
Dreamachine experience that goes live for the public from 25th July in Carlisle 
Memorial Church (https://dreamachine.world/). 
 
Dreamachine Schools is a UK-wide programme inviting children (ages 5-13) across the country to explore the 
extraordinary power of the human mind.  
 
Part of UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK and developed by A New Direction in partnership with British Science 
Association and Unicef UK, explore 30 FREE accredited learning resources supporting creativity and STEAM 
learning in the classroom, CPD experiences for teachers on wellbeing and mental health, and opportunities to 
connect with schools across UK. Learn more and explore the free resources at schools.dreamachine.world/ 
 

5.        WILD ABOUT FOOD 
 
Mid and East Antrim Borough Council are running a free programme of foraging walks and cooking demos led 
by Forage Ireland are running Borough wide through the seasons. Learn about seasonal, sustainable, produce 
and some delicious recipes. Booking required details below. 

Seaweed Sensations, Saturday 18 June, 10am to 1pm, Browns Bay Islandmagee 
Forage along the shoreline for seaweed and learn how to make tasty coastal creations 

Booking link here  
  

Terrific Teas, Thursday 28 July, 6pm to 8.30pm, Peoples Park Ballymena 
Forage for edible flowers such as elderflower, lime and linden. Make your own terrific teas 

Booking link here  
 

Herbal Healing, Thursday 11 August, 6pm to 8.30pm, Buttermilk Walk Broughshane 
Forage for edible delights such as elderflower, lime and linden. Learn what delicious herbal tea and cordials 

you can make 
Booking link here 

 
Berry Good, Saturday 27 August, 10am to 1pm, Linn Glen Larne 

Forage the hedgerows for blackberries and learn how to make delicious jams and drinks 
Booking link here  

 
Amazing Apples, Saturday 24 September, 10am to 1pm, Diamond Jubilee Wood Whitehead 

Take a stroll through the woods very own community orchard and learn what amazing dishes you can make 
with apples. Press and sample your own apple juice 

Booking link here  
 

 

 

https://dreamachine.world/
https://schools.dreamachine.world/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2F3XgS2xXr84&data=05%7C01%7CAlison.Diver%40midandeastantrim.gov.uk%7Cf850854f26ae4dfa0d0908da38fb9ab0%7C54a722d029fa45c7b8d0b56f419033cd%7C0%7C0%7C637884950549160639%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hIBbLKmah%2BFONT1iKqkacenIIjgB1cfPReMaQdMXWfE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FiNFHXkRuSJ&data=05%7C01%7CAlison.Diver%40midandeastantrim.gov.uk%7Cf850854f26ae4dfa0d0908da38fb9ab0%7C54a722d029fa45c7b8d0b56f419033cd%7C0%7C0%7C637884950549160639%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lls44%2BXZCpS%2B%2FDFVj1SROwL9SnfFOB4kdQOHUUyllxU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FEKnFkWnv4j&data=05%7C01%7CAlison.Diver%40midandeastantrim.gov.uk%7Cf850854f26ae4dfa0d0908da38fb9ab0%7C54a722d029fa45c7b8d0b56f419033cd%7C0%7C0%7C637884950549160639%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dxUUoLy3fjea3ljY7jkVTzVXWefum40QGBhMsDkLMfY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2F6SAn3Z6PMV&data=05%7C01%7CAlison.Diver%40midandeastantrim.gov.uk%7Cf850854f26ae4dfa0d0908da38fb9ab0%7C54a722d029fa45c7b8d0b56f419033cd%7C0%7C0%7C637884950549160639%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Koz%2BdwPpbWENw1VufioYenD%2FB%2BO3ozTjXR1sFu8YinI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FAu9tHM8Mi2&data=05%7C01%7CAlison.Diver%40midandeastantrim.gov.uk%7Cf850854f26ae4dfa0d0908da38fb9ab0%7C54a722d029fa45c7b8d0b56f419033cd%7C0%7C0%7C637884950549160639%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3TgTOlSPl4sj%2FFTBR%2Bvj6rdsg3VnT%2F1GXthym78eyGU%3D&reserved=0
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Fungi Foray, Saturday 15 October, 10am to 1pm, Carnfunnock Country Park 

Enjoy a walk through Carnfunnock Country Park and forage for edible fungi and learn what delightful dishes 
you can make 

Booking link here  
 

6.         BUGS MATTER – MORE CITIZEN SCIENTISTS NEEDED TO SURVEY HOW NORTHERN 
             IRELAND’S INSECTS ARE FARING 
 

The 2021 Bugs Matter findings, which are published in a report released by Kent Wildlife Trust and Buglife (Bugs 
Matter 2021 Full Technical Report) show that the number of insects sampled on vehicle number plates by 
citizen scientists across the UK reduced by a staggering 59% between 2004 and 2021. These findings are 
consistent with research which has widely reported declining trends in insect populations globally. 

Insect counts differed across the UK, but there was no positive news for insects in any of our nations. England 
suffered the greatest decline with 65% fewer insects recorded in 2021 than in 2004.  Wales recorded 55% fewer 
insects, whilst Scotland saw the smallest decline, still with 28% fewer insects in 2021 when compared to 2004 
figures.  Unfortunately, there were too few surveys conducted in Northern Ireland to analyse and draw 
conclusions. The observed declines are statistically significant and are indicative of a worrying pattern. 

Consequently, the Bugs Matter team cannot say with any certainty whether insect populations across Northern 
Ireland are experiencing similar declines as are being evidenced across the rest of the UK, although it is likely to 
be the case.  There is a vital need for more citizen scientists to take part in the Bugs Matter survey across 
Northern Ireland, not only to understand how Irish insect populations are faring, but also to help inform 
conservation efforts. 

The Bugs Matter project, led by Kent Wildlife Trust and Buglife, and supported by a number of other wildlife 
conservation organisations, is one of the UK’s few citizen science surveys of insect abundance that generates 
important long-term data. 

Inspired by the ‘windscreen phenomenon’ (a term given to the general observation that people are seeing fewer 
insects squashed on the windscreens of their cars today compared to several decades ago), Bugs Matter enlists 
the help of the public to monitor the health of the UK’s insect populations.  The concept is simple: before making 
an essential journey in a vehicle, clean the number plate. After each journey, count the insects squashed on the 
number plate using a ‘splatometer’ grid, which is posted to you when you download the free Bugs Matter app. 
A photo and count details are submitted via the app. 

Insects and other invertebrates are critical to a healthy functioning environment. They pollinate most of the 
world’s crops, provide natural pest control services, decompose organic matter and recycle nutrients into the 
soil. Without them, life on earth would collapse. 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FGDezRhb69K&data=05%7C01%7CAlison.Diver%40midandeastantrim.gov.uk%7Cf850854f26ae4dfa0d0908da38fb9ab0%7C54a722d029fa45c7b8d0b56f419033cd%7C0%7C0%7C637884950549160639%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NFJvQYGGzdCzPV8tx6h8gkSazx9q23vEJNe4yA0T7rg%3D&reserved=0
https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2022/05/Bugs-Matter-2021-National-Report.pdf
https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2022/05/Bugs-Matter-2021-National-Report.pdf
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Counting insects not only gives an estimate of the abundance of insect life in our towns and countryside, but 
also a measure of the health of our environment.  Insects are essential to supporting and maintaining a healthy 
environment, so when their numbers fall that is an indication that nature is in trouble. 

Insect numbers can also show where wildlife is recovering, and so Bugs Matter can be used to measure how the 
work of conservation organisations and others is helping nature’s recovery. 

Download the Bugs Matter app to take part in this year’s survey, from 1 June to 31 August 2022. Taking part is 
quick, free and easy. 

 iOS App Store: Bugs Matter on the App Store (apple.com) 
 Google Play:     Bugs Matter – Apps on Google Play 

For more information  click Here 

 
 7.            ADVENTURES AT SHARE DISCOVERY VILLAGE  
 
Share Discovery Village have an endless array of adventures to get involved in. Whether it is a weekend 
away or a group visit, the possibilities are endless. Share Discovery Village is situated on the shores of Upper 
Lough Erne outside Lisnaskea in Co. Fermanagh, just over an hour from Belfast and only two hours from Dublin. 
 
To find out more go to https://www.sharevillage.org/ 
 

 8.            TAKE PART IN 30 DAYS WILD 1 – 30 JUNE  

Sign up for the UK's biggest nature challenge! 

30 Days Wild is The Wildlife Trusts' annual challenge where we ask everyone to do one wild thing a day 
throughout the month of June.   Find out more Here 

 

9.  BELFAST HILLS PARTNERSHIP  

Check out Belfast Hills website to discover a number of events that Cave Hill Conservation Campaign (CCHC) 
have organised between now and the autumn to find out more click Here 

 

 

 

 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/bugs-matter/id1525891356
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.natural_apptitude.bugsmatter&gl=US
https://www.buglife.org.uk/bugs-matter-more-citizen-scientists-needed-to-survey-how-northern-irelands-insects-are-faring/
https://www.sharevillage.org/
https://belfasthills.org/events/
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11.  GROWING FOR THE FUTURE – MAY 
 
Visit the Growing for the Future resource on www.ccea.org.uk/growing and get ideas to manage your garden.  
April should bring some better weather and see the last of the frosts. At last you can really get going with 
planting and sowing. May sees things starting to grow in the garden, the weather is getting warmer and the 
days are getting longer. 
 
CCEA has developed a web resource, in partnership with Tourism NI, to encourage children to grow fruit and 
vegetables, explore where food comes from and to promote healthy eating.   
 
Teachers can access curriculum-linked resource sheets for Key Stages 1 and 2 divided into the calendar year, 
with monthly overviews and guidance to growing the fruits and vegetables that are in season.  These resources  
can support many of the Ten Topics of the Eco-Schools Green Flag journey, such as Biodiversity, Energy and 
Healthy Living.   
 
Let us know how you get on with any of these activities by sharing on CCEA’s social media or email Melanie 
Mulligan, Education Manager on mmulligan@ccea.org.uk.   
 
 

12. ADOPT A SPOT 

Adopt A Spot can help! 

With thanks to DAERA we have 500 FREE Adopt A Spot kits to help individuals and communities make a 
difference in their local areas. 

The Adopt A Spot programme has grown to include four types of kits to help create cleaner, greener 
outdoor spaces. You can apply for one of four free kits: 

Food for Thought - A starter food growing kit to help you grow food at home or in a community setting. Enjoy 
fresh organic vegetables and reduce the miles your food travels from field to plate. The kit contains pots, peat 
free compost, seeds, watering can, gloves and hand tools. 

Wildlife (rewilding) - Increase habitats in small spaces. Kit contains a build it yourself timber bird box, bat box 
and bug box and some native Irish wildflower seed.  

Coastal Health - Help tackle the tide of marine litter on our beautiful beaches. Kit contains litter pickers, handy 
hoops (to hold bags open), bags, gloves and sieves for monitoring micro plastics. beaches. 

Litter picking - A handy kit for picking litter as you enjoy a walk in your favourite spot. Kit contains litter pickers, 
gloves, first aid kit, sharps box, bags and bucket. 

http://www.ccea.org.uk/growing
mailto:mmulligan@ccea.org.uk
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Apply to Adopt Adopt A Spot though the The Live Here Love Here App. Download on the play and app stores 
for iOS and Android devices by searching Live Here Love Here.  

You can also access it online by going to https://liveherelovehere.app or by clicking the button below.  

Apply to Adopt A Spot here 

PLEASE NOTE you will need to create a new profile on the App, even if you have an existing Live Here Love 
Here Profile. 

What's happens Next? 
When you register for Adopt A Spot, we will approve your application. We'll then be in touch for you to book 
an appointment to collect the equipment from a local collection point. This can take up to a month, 
depending on demand and where your local collection point is. 
Collection points will include: 

Belfast, Bangor, Comber, Armagh, Newry, Dungannon, Fintona, Enniskillen, Omagh, Derry/Londonderry, 
Magherafelt, Antrim, Coleraine, Ballymena, Larne. 

NEW IN NOVEMBER - AMBASSADOR PROGRAMME. 

Can you help make an impact in your local area by helping others to take action? The Adopt A Spot 
Ambassador Scheme is recruiting 10 individuals who want to step-up to make a difference. We are looking 
for volunteers who are passionate about reducing their impact on the planet and are enthusiastic about 
encouraging others to make a difference too. 

The scheme provides training and resources to give the confidence and skills to represent Live Here Love 
Here at events and to equip you lead your own events. 

The offer: 

 Become part of the Live Here Love Here team in a voluntary capacity. 
 Represent Live Here Love Here at activities in your local area. 
 Host litter picking events during key campaigns. 
 Share your enthusiasm for taking action by engaging with local communities, programme partners 

and the media - if you're brave enough! 

How we can help you: 

 Training package - online and in person. Health and Safety, Safeguarding, Media, Carbon Literacy, 
Event Management.0B 

 Resources to lead events - litter picking kits, branded clothing and Live Here Love Here promotional 
resources. 

 Volunteer expenses 

https://liveherelovehere.app/
https://liveherelovehere.app/
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 Networking opportunities with like-minded folk. 
 Attendance at key Live Here Love Here events. 

We are looking for a geographical spread of volunteers across council areas to help our outreach programme 
reach local communities.  

Interested? Contact us at adoptaspot@keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org for more details and to organise a 
chat with the team. A volunteer application form and Access NI will need to be completed 

More about the Adopt A Spot Scheme 

Is there an area near you that could use a bit of TLC? Could you commit to carrying out just four clean ups a 
year? Then get involved in our Adopt A Spot programme! 

Adopt a Spot is a scheme that enables volunteers across Northern Ireland to adopt an area and look after it. 

Adopters can be anyone, from families, community or youth groups, schools and sporting associations. Live 
Here Love Here will provide groups with an adoption pack containing all the equipment you need, including 
a hints and tips booklet on how to run a successful clean up. 

The guys at Mid Ulster Walking Club take their litter pickers out with them on all of their walks across 
Northern Ireland - mostly the Mourne Mountains! Your spot can be as big or as small as you want it to be, it 
can even be the street you live on! It could be a mile of beach that always seems to be full of litter, an urban 
park, your local forest…. anywhere is possible! 

The Adopt A Spot programme is funded through DAERA. 

RESOURCES  
 
1.  ULSTER WILDLIFE RESOURCES 
 
Ulster Wildlife have an excellent range of resources for teachers and students available on their website, to 
check these out go to the following link.   Here 

2. RSPB RESOURCES 

RSPB have an excellent range of resources for teachers and students available on their website, to check these 
out go to the following link.   Here 

 

 

https://www.ulsterwildlife.org/help-wildlife/learning-resources
https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-teachers/lesson-plans-and-supporting-resources/spot-it/
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3. MAGILLIGAN FIELD CENTRE RESOURCES 

Magilligan Field Centre presents a new set of free outdoor 
learning activity resources for primary schools. What better 
time to plan for a term filled with outdoor learning 
opportunities, fresh air and adventures in your school 
grounds! 
 
 Follow the link below to find all the details and resource 
links. 
 
Here 
 

 
4.  ECO SCHOOLS RESOURCES 
 
Eco-Schools have an excellent range of resources for teachers and students available on their website, to 
check these out go to the following link: Here 
 
 

TRAINING & EVENTS 

1. VARIOUS EVENTS 

Some organisations are beginning to hold events now; those I know of are listed below. If you have, any 
events coming up in your own groups let me know and I can publicise them on the website. 
www.eefni.org.uk/events/index 

Check out Belfast Hills Partnership events on https://belfasthills.org/events/ 

National Trust NI Events which have to be pre booked on 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/location/1431734304954/whats-on 

Check out Ulster Wildlife events on https://www.ulsterwildlife.org/events 

Check out Woodland Trust events on https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/things-to-
do/woods-through-the-seasons/spring/ 

 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/site/magilliganfieldcentre/primary-outdoor-learning/school-grounds-resources-primary
https://www.eco-schoolsni.org/cgi-bin/publications?instanceID=1&do=publications&selectedTag=%25%25
http://www.eefni.org.uk/events/index
https://belfasthills.org/events/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/location/1431734304954/whats-on
https://www.ulsterwildlife.org/events
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FUNDING 

 
1. BIG LOTTERY AWARDS FOR ALL NORTHERN IRELAND 
 
What funding is available? 

National Lottery Awards for All Northern Ireland 

£300–£10,000 

 Projects bringing local people together to make positive changes in their community. 

 No deadline, so groups can apply any time. 

 

 Applying is quick and simple. 

 Applications welcome from constituted voluntary or community organisations, schools, and statutory 
bodies. 

 If we funded you within the last two years, we may have to give priority to other groups that have not 
recently been funded through this programme.  

 less 

 For more information, click on the link below 

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/northern-ireland  
 

2. TOGETHER FOR OUR PLANET FUND 

 

COP26: New community climate action fund – Together for Our Planet – open thanks to National Lottery 

players (via Community Fund) 
  

 

  

A new £2.5m National Lottery–funded programme to support 
communities across the UK take action on climate change has 
opened for applications – ahead of the 26th UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP26), in Glasgow in November.  

 
Building on interest and excitement for COP26, the ‘Together for Our Planet’ funding programme is being 
launched by The National Lottery Community Fund, the largest funder of community activity in the UK. It is  
offering grants of between £1,000 and £10,000 to support local community projects, covering areas such as 
food, transport, energy, waste and consumption and the natural environment. It aims to create a legacy of 
ongoing climate action in hundreds of communities, beyond COP26, supporting the UK to reduce its 
emissions on its part to Net Zero by 2050.  
 
 

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/northern-ireland
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/together-for-our-planet
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The new programme opens as The National Lottery Community Fund launches a new online ‘Climate Hub‘ – 
a dedicated space to find latest funding news, insights, learnings and stories on climate change and the 
environment. 
  
Nick Gardner, Head of Climate Action at The National Lottery Community Fund, said: “COP26 looks set to be 
a pivotal point in the global response to the climate emergency. Our new funding programme, Together for 
Our Planet, made possible thanks to National Lottery players, hopes to harness the interest and excitement 
around this event and support community organisations across the UK to take ongoing action on climate 
change.  
 
“With this programme we are keen to reach those who are not sure how to take climate action or haven’t 
before, helping ensure that climate action moves further into the mainstream, and is accessible and relevant 
to all communities.”  
 
Together for Our Planet is looking to fund proposals for community–led climate action projects, with 
applications needing to meet at least two of the following five criteria:  

1. It supports the development of longer–term climate action within communities (that is, taking place 
after the COP26). 

2. It encourages communities to plan for the climate emergency – to consider what climate action 
could mean to them and why it matters. 

3. It celebrates the importance of community–led climate action and encourages more people to get 
involved. 

4. It builds resilience in communities that are hardest hit by climate change. 
5. It provides jobs, skills or training opportunities for communities, which support climate action. 

Read more via Community Fund… 
 

OPPORTUNITIES 
 
See opportunities listed below 

Ulster Wildlife - Outreach Officer (Wild Youth)      Closing 06-06-22 

British Council - Global Head of Environment      Closing 06-06-22 

CCGHT - Fundraising Communications Officer     Closing 07-06-22 

Buglife - Belfast’s Buzzing Conservation Officer     Closing 08-06-22 

Supporting Communities - Community Development Officer    Closing 10-06-22 

NI Environment Link - Urban Green Spaces Programme Manager   Closing 13-06-22 

 

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/key-initiatives/climate-action-hub
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/news/press-releases/2021-09-01/cop26-new-community-climate-action-fund-together-for-our-planet-opens-today-thanks-to-national-lottery-players
http://www.mailings.tc/t/r-l-tyirtkud-l-tr/
http://www.mailings.tc/t/r-l-tyirtkud-l-ty/
http://www.mailings.tc/t/r-l-tyirtkud-l-td/
http://www.mailings.tc/t/r-l-tyirtkud-l-th/
http://www.mailings.tc/t/r-l-tyirtkud-l-tk/
http://www.mailings.tc/t/r-l-tyirtkud-l-tu/
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MEMBERSHIP OF ESD FORUM 
 

JOIN US 
 

The Education for Sustainable Development aswForum is the networking body for the sector that promotes a 
coordinated approach to the delivery of environmental education in Northern Ireland. Forum Membership 
consists of organisations from the public, private and voluntary sectors.  Most members are actively involved 
in environmental education and bring a wide range of expertise and enthusiasm to the forum. Membership to 
the ESD Forum is open to all individuals and organisations from the public, private and voluntary sectors. 
 
 
Benefits of membership include: 
 

 Access to an established networking and information organization 
 One conference per year organised on a range of related environmental education topics 
 ESD Days run at all of Northern Ireland's University establishments 
 E-mail updates on the Forums activities plus information, publications and events via the E-Bulletin 
 Access to ESD Forum website 
 Support and publicity for your work 
 Sharing of ideas, expertise and experience 

 
 

 Voluntary 
Organisation 

 
Statutory Body 

Any Organisation, either voluntary 
or statutory  

£48 
 

£48 

 
 
As part of your subscription, you will have free place at an ESD Forum conference each year. The E-Bulletin 
goes into many of the schools and is a good way to promote your work. If you would like to promote your 
events, publications and training through this E-Bulletin please contact. 
 
Iona Meyer 
Education for Sustainable Development Forum 
89 Loopland Drive 
Belfast BT6 9DW 
Tel: 028 9045 5770 
iona@nienvironmentlink.org  
www.esdforum.org.uk   

mailto:iona@nienvironmentlink.org
http://www.esdforum.org.uk/

