
             OCTOBER 2020                         

                
 

EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FORUM E-BULLETIN 

 
In This Issue 

 
News from the ESD Forum 
 

1.  ESD Forum Update 

 
Environmental Education News 
 
                                       

1.        Autumn Themed Outdoor Classrooms or Bubbles 
        2. Woodland Trust Northern Ireland Celebrates 20 Years Of Community Woods 
                                           On Your Doorstep 

3. From Park Bench To Benchmark – 78 Parks And Open Spaces Recognised With A    
              Prestigious Green Flag Awards 
4. Boo at the Zoo 
5. A Free Online Teacher Professional Learning Opportunity  
6.  Eco-Schools September E-Bulletin 
7. Update from Wee Critters 
8. Growing for the Future 
 
 
  
         

Resources 
1. Outdoor Classroom at FSC  
2. RSPB Resources 

 
Training & Events  

 
1. Various Events 

 

Funding 
 

1. Big Lottery Awards for All Northern Ireland 
2. Ernest Cook Trust 

 

Opportunities               Some Opportunities Listed  
 
 
 
 
 



             OCTOBER 2020                         

                
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Welcome to the latest E-Bulletin from the Education for Sustainable Development Forum which provides 
information on activities in the environmental education and education for sustainable development sectors 
in Northern Ireland. Below you will find a variety of useful information, including ESD Forum and member’s 
news, resources, training events and seminars, publications, funding opportunities, and any job vacancies in 
the sector.  
 
The Forum is the networking body for the Environmental Education and Education for Sustainable 
Development sector that promotes a coordinated approach to the delivery of environmental education and 
education for sustainable development in Northern Ireland. Forum Membership consists of organisations from 
the public, private and voluntary sectors.  
 
The Forum attempts to raise awareness of environmental education and education for sustainable 
development issues in the formal and non-formal education sectors through the provision of services such as 
the production of resources, initial and in service teacher training, member meetings and training and 
organising member and public conferences.   
  
Iona Meyer  
ESD Forum Administrator  
 
 

NEWS FROM THE ESD FORUM 
 

1.     ESD FORUM UPDATE 
 
As I finalise this e-bulletin I’ve just become aware that the Executive has announced that schools have to close 
from Friday, albeit an extended half term break.  
 
If you need to contact me please use my email iona@nienvironmentlink.org and I will get back to you as I am 
currently working from home.  
 
Please note that last year NIEL became VAT registered our fees for ESDF membership is £48 for all 
organisations. We are conscious of the difficult financial position that members may be operating in, if you 
have financial difficulties please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
If you have any information you would like promoted through the E-bulletin please send it to me by the end 
of the month, and if you want anything (news, upcoming events, etc.) promoted on the website do feel free 
to contact me. It is a good opportunity to get your information out to a wide audience at no charge to you or 
your organisation.   
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:iona@nienvironmentlink.org


             OCTOBER 2020                         

                
 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION NEWS 

1. AUTUMN THEMED 'Outdoor Classrooms' or 'Bubbles' 
 

Liz Farnan, Environmental Educator's autumn themed workshops to support 'outdoor classrooms' or 'bubbles' 
in your school grounds or a wild place near you include 'Room on the broom' and 'Gruffalo Trails'  
 
For more details on price, content and curriculum links or to discuss social distancing guidelines please contact 
liz.farnan@yahoo.co.uk or Tel. 028 3085 1595. 
 

 

For more info  here 

2.       WOODLAND TRUST NORTHERN IRELAND CELEBRATES 20 YEARS OF COMMUNITY WOODS 
          ON YOUR DOORSTEP 
 
The Woodland Trust in Northern Ireland has celebrated a major milestone this year in Northern Ireland, as 
its Woods on Your Doorstep turned 20. The UK’s largest woodland conservation charity established 
woodland sites across all of Northern Ireland in 2000 with a simple aim to develop woodlands within walking 
distance of local people in mainly urban areas. The project bred new life into towns with the planting of 
woodlands stretching from the Faughan Valley in the North West to Corrog Wood on the Ards Peninsula. 
 
Over 250,000 trees have been planted as part of Woods on your Doorstep over the last 20 years at sites 
including Carnmoney Hill and Monkstown Wood in Newtownabbey, Drumnaph Woodland in Maghera, Cabin 
Wood in Cookstown, Brackfield Wood in the Faughan Valley, Cabin Wood in Cookstown, Corrog Wood in 
Portaferry, Canal Wood in Poyntzpass, Glasswater Wood in Crossgar and Throne Wood in Belfast. 
 

mailto:liz.farnan@yahoo.co.uk
https://keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54a344ad31123ce61ccc11109&id=3311d5af45&e=18713decd2
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Over the last 20 years, these woods have provided great natural spaces for families and hosted over 1000 
events becoming a hub to bring people together. Local communities have enjoyed playing, planting trees, 
running, walking, bird watching and more recently escaping the rigours of daily life and the pressures of the 
pandemic. Woodland Trust woods have remained open and welcomed people in, while covid-19 has changed 
how we go about our daily lives and interact with each. 

 
Northern Ireland has the lowest tree cover in Northern Ireland 
with only 8%, compared to 38% tree cover in Europe. Species are 
in decline, habitats are fragmented and people are disconnected 
from nature. Trees help clean air and water and they provide 
havens for wildlife and store carbon. In 2020 alone, the trees in 
Woods On Your Doorstep have stored almost 95,000 tonnes of 
carbon offsetting the carbon footprints of 17,000 people.  
 
 
 
 

Canal Wood in Poyntzpass 
 
Woodland Trust Northern Ireland’s Director Ian McCurley said: “Trees are the most cost effective method of 
delivering and resolving the nature and climate crises, they also have a positive impact on people’s mental 
health and well-being. We are delighted to celebrate 20 years of Woods On Your Doorstep especially as these 
woods have provided a haven for local communities during the pandemic. People have had time to think. They 
want to get outside and we want to bring them there. We are looking forward to the next chapter of the 
Woodland Trust in Northern Ireland.” 
 
Visit www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/northern-ireland to find out more about the work of the Woodland Trust 
in Northern Ireland. 
 

3.        FROM PARK BENCH TO BENCHMARK – 78 PARKS AND OPEN SPACES RECOGNISED WITH A  
           PRESTIGIOUS GREEN FLAG AWARDS 
 
78 of the best managed parks and open spaces in Northern Ireland have be recognised with a Green Flag 
Award.  
 
Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful, the environmental charity that runs the scheme in Northern Ireland, revealed 
an ever growing and diverse number of free to enjoy places that have been awarded a prestigious Green Flag 
Award. The Green Flag Award is an internationally recognised certification for environmental quality 
management for parks and open spaces. 
 
This year more people that ever took the opportunity to enjoy parks and open spaces across Northern Ireland. 
For many these sites provided an essential service during lockdown, offering up safe space to exercise and 
connect with nature. Access to quality recreational space has a number of benefits for people in Northern 
including improved physical and mental health and the opportunity to learn about our environment.  

file:///C:/Users/Iona/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/northern-ireland
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Dr Ian Humphreys, Chief Executive of Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful said:  

“Northern Ireland’s parks and open spaces play a hugely important role in supporting our local communities, 
both in terms of providing recreational space but also for supporting health and wellbeing. This has been 
highlighted now more than ever as our parks and open spaces provided a haven to many during the difficult 
lockdown period. It is fantastic to see such a high number of sites in Northern Ireland meeting the 
international standard for excellence.” 
 
Parks and open spaces wishing to achieve Green Flag status must have a site management plan in place and 
be able to demonstrate they comply with a range of strict criteria including horticultural standards, cleanliness, 
environmental management, biodiversity, community involvement and safety standards. The Awards are 
judged annually by a panel of experts, who volunteer their time to assess the management plans and the 
applicant sites through a rigorous judging process.   

 
For the 2020/21 season, Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful saw a continued increase in public parks, gardens, 
country parks, cemeteries and green spaces meeting the demanding standards. 

 
Stormont Estate was amongst 7 sites which also received a 
Green Flag Heritage Award. This award recognises the parks and 
open spaces which celebrate and promote the elements of their 
heritage that make them unique. The other parks recognised 
with a Heritage award were; Antrim Castle Gardens, Brooke 
Park, Belfast Botanic Gardens, Queen’s University Belfast, 
Sentry Hill Historic House and Visitor Centre and Warrenpoint 
Municipal Park.  
 
 

Mid-East Antrim Borough Council receiving their Green Flags.     
 
Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful also celebrates The Green Flag Community Award, which recognises sites 
managed and maintained by loyal volunteers working at a local level. This year Shellinghill Park and Millennium 
Path received its first Green Flag Community Award alongside Ballyeaston Church Ruin, Rathfern Activity 
Centre, Sentry Hill Community Garden and Toome Linear Park.  

Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful will be celebrating our award winning parks and open spaces through a social 
media campaign the week beginning Monday 12 October. Please consider following us on Twitter and 
Facebook to see the impact of our programme 

If you are interested in finding out further information about the Green Flag Award or other programmes run 
by Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful please e-mail us on enquiries@keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org or check 
out our website www.keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org. 

 

https://twitter.com/keepnibeautiful?lang=en
https://en-gb.facebook.com/KeepNorthernIrelandBeautiful/
mailto:enquiries@keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org
http://www.keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org/
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4.         BOO AT THE ZOO 

 
Date: 24 Oct 2020 - 25 Oct 2020  

Time: 10am - 4pm  

Join Belfast Zoo this Halloween for fang-tastic fun for all the 
family! 

Bring the little ones for a fun-filled day for witches, ghosts and superheroes of all ages! Join us for some 
spooky story-telling, follow our Hallzooween trail and see some of our resident animals receive a frightfully 
tasty treat! 

Children in fancy dress go free. Terms and conditions apply. * 

This event is free to attend with zoo admission. 

Spooky Story-telling 

Join our story-teller for some ghostly tales with a creepy creature twist as we celebrate Halloween with this 
spooky special reading! 

 Places are strictly limited in order to maintain social distancing 
 This event will take place inside our Education Centre (at the Farm Yard) 
 This event is free as part of zoo admission however places must be booked in advance 
 Each session will last approximately 15 minutes. 
 Please do not arrive more than 5 minutes early for your allocated time-slot. 

To register for the Spooky Storytelling please email bookings@belfastzoo.co.uk or call 028 9077 6277. 

*Terms and conditions: 

 Children must be in FULL fancy dress to avail of the free entry offer. A mask, face paint or headband 
in isolation will not be accepted as fancy dress and normal admission will apply. 

 One child (per adult paying normal admission) will receive free admission if in full fancy dress. 
 Children must be aged between 4 and 16. 
 Children under the age of 4 are free. 
 All children under the age of 17 must be accompanied by an adult at all times while in the zoo. 
 This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotion or discount. 
 Normal opening hours apply. 
 Belfast Zoo reserves the right to refuse admission if necessary. 

Buy zoo tickets 

mailto:bookings@belfastzoo.co.uk
https://ssl.belfastcity.gov.uk/ZooTickets/
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5.  A FREE ONLINE TEACHER PROFESSIONAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITY  

 

FOR ALL TEACHERS Primary and Post-Primary 

A Free Online Teacher Professional Learning Opportunity tailored for The 
Global Pandemic: Virtual Learning, Outdoor Learning & Wellbeing 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Workshop 1 – The Global Pandemic: Rethinking Global Learning and Wellbeing   

(Thursday 12th November 3.30 – 5.30pm) 
 
Workshop 2 – Building Student Resilience through Virtual and Outdoor Learning 
(Thursday 19th November 3.30 – 5.30pm) 
 
Workshop 3 – Active and Participatory Learning: Sharing Practice (Thursday 10th

 

December 3.30pm – 5.30pm) 
(all workshops will be delivered through zoom) 

 

REGISTER @ https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/D3QQQD5 

YOU WILL: 

- explore activities for building student wellbeing and resilience whilst helping them make sense of COVID 19 

on a global scale 

- explore practical global learning activities which can be delivered to 

students virtually and through blended learning approaches, including outdoor learning 

- come together with other teachers to share practice, tips and resources for engaging young people in 

global learning and well-being during a global pandemic 
 

 
The training is offered to you free of charge and it is delivered in partnership with British Council’s 
Connecting Classrooms Programme. 

 
 

 
 
 

6. ECO-SCHOOLS SEPTEMBER E-BULLETIN 
 
Please follow the link to get the latest from updates from Eco-School Here 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/D3QQQD5
https://mailchi.mp/keepnorthernirelandbeautiful/eco-schools-e-bulletin-november-1310934
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7. UPDATE FROM WEE CRITTERS 
 
 
Wee Critter’s is a fully mobile and 
professional interactive animal education 
service which operates throughout Northern 
Ireland.  Our mission is to provide a unique, 
fun, memorable and educational experience 
which will inspire a commitment to the 
protection and conservation of animals and 
the natural environment within the local community. 
 

 

Breaking News With C2K 
 

Earlier this year, we formed a partnership with the C2K 
Newsdesk, a digital resource available free to all teachers 
and pupils in Northern Ireland (who have an account).   
 
We are delighted to announce that, throughout the Autumn 
term, we will again be delivering regular interactive and 
educational video resources and worksheets.  Tune in every 
week for our ‘Wildlife Wednesday’ updates. 
 

 
Taking Learning Outdoors 
 
Schools are back and we are ready to deliver our sessions in a safe and fun way!  Let our intrepid explorer 
take your class on an interactive adventure in an outdoor space at your school.   
 

From the curiously cute to the creepy and crawly, when you book a Wee Critters session a carefully selected 
team of animal ambassadors will come along to your classroom.  Wee Critters offer a range of curriculum-
based topics to suit all age groups and abilities including the world around, rainforests, nocturnal animals, 
minibeasts, animal diets and food chains, classification and many more!   
 
You can find out more and download Wee Critters’ school programmes leaflet at 
www.weecritters.org.uk/schools, email hello@weecritters.org or call 079 1278 5047. 
 
We can deliver our sessions in your designated outdoor space or can bring along our 
own gazebos.  All Wee Critters sessions are covered by a full risk assessment, we 
have comprehensive covid-19 procedures and full public liability insurance. 
 
 

ZOOM on over…a wild time awaits 

 

Allan the explorer will also continue to provide online sessions for the foreseeable future.  These include: 

http://www.weecritters.org.uk/schools
mailto:hello@weecritters.org
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 a 30 minute interactive animal education session via Zoom 
 the chance to meet and learn about six of our wee critters 
 the chance to ask Explorer Allan all of your questions 
 you can invite up to 10 individual households to take part or one 

class of up to 32 children 
 20% off our normal mobile education service for your class, 

party or group  
Each session is £50.  Wee Critters has introduced a number of 
procedures to ensure safety and security online during online interactive animal education sessions.  For 
more information on this policy and about the service, visit www.weecritters.org/onlinesessions. 

 

Celebrating Red Pandas 

 

Did you know the 19 September is International Red Panda Day?  Here at Wee Critters, we 
firmly believe that we can all do ‘wee things’ to change the world (no matter how big or 
small we may be).   
 
We are officially ‘red panda guardians’ through the Red Panda Network, which means that we 
donate monthly to help secure a sustainable future for red pandas, species that has declined 
by 50% over the last 20 years.  In fact, it is estimated that there are only 2,500 left in the wild!  
If you would like to support red pandas, find out more at www.redpandanetwork.org 

Wee Critters also support Sense NI and the World Land Trust. 
 

Allan the Explorer’s Koala-fications 

 

 15 year career in zoology and conservation 
 Diploma is zoo animal management (Sparsholt College) 
 Child Protection Training (level 2) 
 Autism Awareness Training (Autism NI) 
 Understanding the Autism Spectrum (Queens University) 
 Sensory Steps Trainig ASD Processing and Sensory Equipment Training  
 Disability Awareness Training 
 Fully Access NI checked 

 

Wee Critter’s Contact Details 

 

Phone   -  www.weecritters.org 

Email  - hello@weecritters.org 

Website -  www.weecritters.org 

Facebook -  www.facebook.com/weecrittersni 

Twitter   - www.twitter.com/weecrittersni 

Instagram  -  @weecrittersni 

 

 

 

http://www.weecritters.org/onlinesessions
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8.  GROWING FOR THE FUTURE  

 
Visit the Growing for the Future resource on www.ccea.org.uk/growing and get ideas to manage your garden 
in Autumn. 
 
CCEA has developed a web resource, in partnership with Tourism NI, to encourage children to grow fruit and 
vegetables, explore where food comes from and to promote healthy eating.   
 
Teachers can access curriculum-linked resource sheets for Key Stages 1 and 2 divided into the calendar year, 
with monthly overviews and guidance to growing the fruits and vegetables that are in season.  These resources  
can support many of the Ten Topics of the Eco-Schools Green Flag journey, such as Biodiversity, Energy and 
Healthy Living.   
 
Let us know how you get on with any of these activities by sharing on CCEA’s social media or email Melanie 
Mulligan, Education Manager on mmulligan@ccea.org.uk.   

 

 

RESOURCES  
 
1.  FIELD STUDIES COUNCIL CLASSROOM 
 
FSC have a number of excellent free summer activity sheets which are available at https://www.field-
studies-council.org/publications.aspx 

2. RSPB RESOURCES 

RSPB have an excellent range of resources for teachers and students available on their website, to check these 
out go to the following link.   https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-teachers/lesson-plans-and-
supporting-resources/spot-it/ 

TRAINING & EVENTS 

1. VARIOUS EVENTS 

Unfortunately there are not many events happening at the moment. If you have, any novel events coming 
up in your own groups let me know and I can publicise them on the website. 
www.eefni.org.uk/events/index 

 

 

 

http://www.ccea.org.uk/growing
mailto:mmulligan@ccea.org.uk
https://www.field-studies-council.org/publications.aspx
https://www.field-studies-council.org/publications.aspx
https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-teachers/lesson-plans-and-supporting-resources/spot-it/
https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-teachers/lesson-plans-and-supporting-resources/spot-it/
http://www.eefni.org.uk/events/index
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FUNDING 

1. BIG LOTTERY AWARDS FOR ALL NORTHERN IRELAND 
 
Awards for All is a quick and easy way to get small Lottery grants of between £500 and £10,000 for projects 
that last for a year at most (they can be shorter). You can apply at any time and you will normally get a 
decision around 3 or 4 months after applications are received. 

https://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/northern-ireland/awards-for-all-
northern-ireland 

2.  ERNEST COOK TRUST 
 
The Ernest Cook Trust is one of the UK’s leading educational charities. Rooted in the conservation and  
management of the countryside, the Trust actively encourages children and young people to learn from the 
land through hands-on educational opportunities on its estates and by offering grants.  

Scheme details 
 
The Ernest Cook Trust gives grants to registered charities, schools and not-for-profit organisations wishing to 
encourage young people’s interest either in the countryside and the environment or the arts (in the  
broadest sense) or aiming to raise levels of literacy and numeracy. 
 
 
Since the ECT is a land-based Trust, work, which encourages or ensures the continuation of rural skills and 
crafts, is of particular interest to the Trustees. All applications are expected to link either in with the National 
Curriculum or with recognised qualifications. 
 
Each year the ECT Trustees give around £1.8 million to support hundreds of educational projects throughout 
the UK.   

 A large grants programme for awards of over £4,000 and a small grants programme for awards of 
under £4,000 operate throughout the year. 
 

 For small grants, most awarded are in the range £1000 - £1500For large grants, apart from a few 
larger awards to projects especially close to the interests of the Trustees, most awards are in the 
range of £4,000 – £12,000 Find out more on GrantTracker or on the website 

OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Northern Ireland Environment Link – Policy & Projects Officer  - Closing date: 2nd November2020 

National Trust Gardener - Cushendun - Closing 31st December 2020 

http://centreforglobaleducation.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=5a08924cdc02ee3bfbd1c146c&id=2dfbed694c&e=e3654e1fcb
http://centreforglobaleducation.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=5a08924cdc02ee3bfbd1c146c&id=2dfbed694c&e=e3654e1fcb
https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=008a3a9360&e=d1447b924d
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/opportunities/jobs.php?id=964
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/opportunities/jobs.php?id=827


             OCTOBER 2020                         

                
 

Binevenagh and Coastal Lowlands Landscape Partnership Scheme: Invitation to Tender: Project 
manage, research, develop and deliver farm resilience plans in the Binevenagh and Coastal 
Lowlands area -  Closing date:22/10/2020 

 

NIFSA – Learning Practitioners for new People’s Park Nature Ranger Centre opening 2021 - 

Closing date:23/10/2020 

MEMBERSHIP OF ESD FORUM 
 

JOIN US 
 

The Education for Sustainable Development Forum is the networking body for the sector that promotes a 
oordinated approach to the delivery of environmental education in Northern Ireland. Forum Membership 
consists of organisations from the public, private and voluntary sectors.  Most members are actively involved 
in environmental education and bring a wide range of expertise and enthusiasm to the forum. Membership to 
the ESD Forum is open to all individuals and organisations from the public, private and voluntary sectors. 
 

Benefits of membership include: 
 

 Access to an established networking and information organization 
 One conference per year organised on a range of related environmental education topics 
 ESD Days run at all of Northern Ireland's University establishments 
 E-mail updates on the Forums activities plus information, publications and events via the E-Bulletin 
 Access to ESD Forum website 
 Support and publicity for your work 
 Sharing of ideas, expertise and experience 

 

 Voluntary Organisation Statutory Body 

Organisation, one person £48 £48 

Organisation, up to 3 people receiving 
membership benefits at one site 

£48 £48 

Organisation, more than 3 people receiving 
membership benefits at one site at one site 

£48 £48 

 
As part of your subscription, you will have free place at an ESD Forum conference each year. The E-Bulletin 
goes into many of the schools and is a good way to promote your work. If you would like to promote your 
events, publications and training through this E-Bulletin please contact. 
 
Iona Meyer 
Education for Sustainable Development Forum 
89 Loopland Drive 
Belfast BT6 9DW 
Tel: 028 9045 5770 
iona@nienvironmentlink.org  
www.esdforum.org.uk   

https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/opportunities/jobs.php?id=966
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/opportunities/jobs.php?id=966
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/opportunities/jobs.php?id=966
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/opportunities/jobs.php?id=956
mailto:iona@nienvironmentlink.org
http://www.esdforum.org.uk/

