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FOREWORD 
This document has been developed by the Environmental Education Forum (EEF) for Student 
Teachers, In-Service Teachers, Youth Group Leaders and Environmental Organisations as a 
guide to those who can contribute to or provide Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in 
Northern Ireland.  
 
The booklet contains details of Forum members, the education programmes that they provide 
across Northern Ireland, the links those programmes have to levels and subjects in the curriculum 
and relevant contact details, e-mail and website addresses.   
 
The guide will provide you as a teacher or group leader with connected and tangible ways to 
facilitate the teaching of ESD through your subject whether in a school setting, in the outdoor 
classroom or as part of youth group work.  It gives you details of how you and your school or group 
can become involved in environmental education work that will lead to your students becoming 
more aware of their environment, engaged with it and inspired to take action to lead more 
sustainable lifestyles at school and at home. 
 
You will be able to see at a glance the programmes organised by these groups and where they fit 
into your area of study. A wide variety of statutory and voluntary organisations are involved in this 
area of work, from Charitable Groups to Local Councils and Government Agencies, and are 
included in this book for your information. 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION FORUM 
The Environmental Education Forum (EEF) is a networking organisation that 
promotes a co-ordinated approach to the delivery of environmental education in 
Northern Ireland. Members include representatives of central and local 
government, the voluntary sector and educationalists. The formal education 
sector and the youth service are represented at several levels. Most members 
are actively involved in environmental education and bring a wide range of 
expertise and enthusiasm to the Forum. 

The Forum was established in 1995 with the aim of enhancing the profile of environmental 
education in the curriculum and extra-curricular activities. Through providing a forum and network 
for the exchange of information on environmental education, by encouraging co-operative working 
amongst those involved in its delivery and by promoting the role of environmental education in 
delivery of many curriculum subjects, the Forum plays an important role in enhancing 
environmental education and education for sustainable development provision in Northern Ireland.  
 
The Forum organises a variety of activities for its members and the education sector including: 

• Quarterly Newsletter (LEEF) 
• Forum Meetings (five per year) 
• Conferences (two per year) 
• University ESD Days (four Universities) 
• Members website (regularly updated) 
• E-mail Updates/Bulletins 
 

Contact details for the Forum are: 
Environmental Education Forum  

89 Loopland Drive 
Belfast 

BT6 9DW 
Northern Ireland  

 
Tel: 028 9094 2156 
Fax: 028 9094 2151  

E-Mail: eef@nienvironmentlink.org 
Website: www.eefni.org.uk 
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INTRODUCTION 
Many people think of environment-based education as “nature studies” — a supplement to the 
educational system, an activity that largely takes place outside of school hours and which relates 
only tangentially to the core curriculum. You need to look carefully at the broad range of benefits 
offered by environment-based education. The ultimate aim in education is to produce young 
citizens who are prepared to take their place as adults in the complex and challenging society of 
the 21st century. Environment-based education can enable you as teachers to lead your students 
towards achieving this aim. 
 
Environmental education is concerned with: 
• Improving knowledge and understanding ABOUT the environment; 
• Offering first hand experience IN the environment; 
• Developing skills THROUGH the environment; 
• Encouraging informed concern and action FOR the environment. 
 
Environment-based education emphasises an interdisciplinary integration of subject matter, 
problem and issue-based learning experiences, team teaching, learner-centred approaches, and 
self-directed learning.  
 
The North of Ireland offers some of the finest field locations in Europe. Schools using their built, 
natural and cultural environments as learning tools can significantly enhance academic 
achievement by giving a natural boost to learning.  
 
The revised curriculum being implemented from September 2006 places increased emphasis on 
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) and asks pupils to: 
• Think globally act locally; 
• Cut down on waste and prevent pollution; 
• Save energy and natural resources; 
• Look after the local environment; 
• Encourage biodiversity and understand its importance to us. 
 
All of this takes place at whole school level and through specific entitlement statements in every 
subject. 
 
At KS 3 the theme of Learning for Life and Work covers areas such as education for employability, 
personal development, citizenship and home economics.  Every subject has key elements and ESD 
is largely covered in Science, Geography and History.  However, ESD requires every subject to 
contribute, so by the end of KS3, under Literacy pupils will be expected to write persuasive 
reports; under Numeracy they will be able to measure, collate, analyse and interpret a variety of 
data; and under ICT be able to use data logging equipment or research an environmental issue 
using the internet. 
 
The effects of environment-based education on our young people include:  
• Improved motivation; 
• Skills for life-long learning; 
• Career preparation; and 
• Attitudes of respect and responsibility. 
 
Environmental education does not belong to any one group – there are many providers who aim to 
work together in partnership, influencing as many pupils as possible, and this booklet provides 
details of groups who can help you. All can offer tailor made courses to suit your individual 
requirements and I strongly encourage you to avail of this wealth of expertise. 

Anne Hayes 
EHS Education Officer 
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AN CREAGAN VISITOR CENTRE 

Curriculum Areas: 
Community Relations 
History 
Environment 
Maths 
Science 
 
Key Stages:  
1, 2 and 3 
 
Contact: 
The Education Officer 
 
Address: 
An Creagán Visitor  
Centre 
Creggan 
Omagh 
BT79 9AF 
 
Tel: 028 8076 1112 
Fax: 028 8076 1116 
 
E-mail: 
cers1@btopenworld.com 
info@an-creagan.com 
 
Website: 
www.an-creagan.com 

Education Programmes 
 
An Creagán is open all year round to school, youth and community groups 
and a member of the Education Team is always available to offer 
curriculum based activities. Our aim is to provide schools and the wider 
community with quality interactive educational visits covering issues such 
as community relations, biodiversity and environmental awareness. 
Programmes are tailored to meet the needs and abilities of those children 
taking part. Follow up materials and teachers handbooks are also supplied 
for many of our programmes. 
 
Community Relations 
 
Key Stages 1, 2 & 3 
At An Creagán Visitor Centre we have developed an education programme 
based purely on developing children’s understanding of community 
relation issues. The course has been newly developed to meet the more 
stringent requirements for community relations education in Northern 
Ireland. Children are encouraged to work as a team regardless of gender, 
colour or religion. Children are taught to question stereotypes and focus 
on the positive aspects of change and diversity. 
 
The four-day programme consists of two visits on site to An Creagán and 
two school based days. 
 
The Programme is suitable for P6, P7 and years 8,9,10 post primary. 
 
Biodiversity/ Environmental  
 
Key Stages 1 & 2 
Bog Studies 
The practical bog study, developed at An Creagán, allows for first hand 
experience of the peatland. Pupils participating in the bog study have the 
opportunity to see a large variety of plant and animal life including frogs, 
dragonflies and the flesh eating sundew!  The field studies undertaken 
show the rich and varied habitat contained within the bog. They provide 
for the development of values, attitudes and skills while helping to raise 
the awareness and understanding of the natural and cultural heritage of 
our bogs and the need for their conservation. As part of this tour children 
will use our new Biodiversity Trail which leads them around the bog while 
highlighting the types of animals they are likely to see as they walk. 
around. 

Archaeology Studies 
 
Key Stage 2 
This programme allows pupils a taste of how life developed in Ireland, 
beginning in the Ice Age and moving through both Neolithic and Mesolithic 
Periods and finishing off in the Bronze Age. 
 
The day begins with a visit to our new exhibition which incorporates 
historic information, pictures and artefacts detailing early life in Ireland. 
The exhibition highlights important aspects of Neolithic life, the 
significance of monuments and burial chambers. The tour is followed by a 
number of hands on activities which can be tailored to suit the needs of 
the individual class. 
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Maths Trail  
 
Key Stage 2 
 
The maths trail developed at An Creagán is one of our most popular tours. Currently there are 
four ability level based trails available, allowing children to consolidate their classroom 
teachings through the use of practical maths. The Red Trail caters for a Primary 4 class, the 
Green for Primary 5&6 while the Blue is more suited to Primary 6&7 children.  We also have a 
Purple Trail designed specifically for children with special educational needs. Each of the tours 
incorporates elements of number, money, patterns, area, time, relationships and sequences, 
shape and space, measures and data handling. Children work in mixed ability groups to follow 
the questions around the centre. Teachers and pupils alike have found this to be a wonderful 
complement to classroom based work allowing children to put their prior learning into practice. 

 

For further information regarding any 
of the Educational Programmes at An 
Creagán please contact the Education 
Officer on:  028 8076 1112  

Summer Schemes 
 
Caters to children of all ages 
 
Every summer at An Creagán we offer a wide 
selection of activities for visiting Summer 
Scheme groups. We cater for groups as small as 
20 up to a maximum of 90 children. Activities are 
of a practical nature and vary in price. All 
sessions last for 2 hours after which time groups 
are welcome to stay at the centre for lunch or 
indeed extend their visit to include more than 
one activity. 
 
Activities offered include: 
 
T- shirt design and painting 
Glass and ceramic painting 
Picture frame making 
Mask making 
Puppet making 
Making musical instruments 
Pond dipping/ bog exploration 
Story book trail  

Story Book Trail 
 
Key Stage 1 
 
A collection of local traditional tales are brought to 
life using a series of colourful story panels leading 
children around the beautiful Creggan countryside. 
 
Enjoy the experience of reading outside the 
classroom confines while surrounded by plant and 
animal life. 
 
Curriculum Link:  
This trail is suited to younger readers (K.S1 or lower 
K.S2) and could be used as part of a guided reading 
session or as the shared reading for literacy lessons. 
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Activities at Antrim 
 
Antrim Borough Council currently offers a range of initiatives for 
local schools and youth groups. These include presentations, 
activities and site visits to name but a few. 
 
Presentations may be tailored to suit a variety of age groups or time 
frames and all initiatives are provided to schools free of charge. 
 
Schools can organise visits to a number of Council owned properties, 
including local household recycling centres and Clotworthy Arts 
Centre, where schools can also work their way through the eco-trail 
or orienteering route, downloadable from www.ecotrails.com or 
alternatively, a disk can be obtained from the Countryside Recreation 
Officer. 
 
The Council also runs a range of projects and competitions 
throughout the year; information on these is always circulated to 
schools prior to the event. 
 
Education Activities include: 
• Environmental presentations – may be tailored to suit group 
      and timeframe. Currently offer waste and litter  
• Recycling DVD 
• Activity sheets 
• Tours of household recycling centres 
• Activities 
• Competitions run throughout the year 
• Clotworthy Arts Centre: schools cultural environmental       
activities including literature, drama, visual arts, science workshops 
and projects; Comprehensive international exhibitions programme 
 
For further information on environmental initiatives contact the 
Environmental Education and Awareness Officer at Antrim Civic 
Centre Tel: 028 9446 3113; or for information regarding Arts projects 
get in touch with the Community Arts Outreach Officer or Arts 
Officers based at Clotworthy Arts Centre Tel: 028 9448 1338. 
 
 

ANTRIM BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Science 
Art / Design 
English Literature  
Drama 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4  
 
Contact: 
Danielle McCormick 
Environmental  
Education and 
Awareness Officer  
 
Cathy McNally, 
Arts & Heritage Officer  
 
Desima Connolly  
Community Arts  
Outreach Officer  
 
Address: 
Antrim Civic Centre 
50 Stiles Way 
Antrim 
BT41 2UB 
 
Tel: 028 9446 3113 
Fax: 028 9448 1324 
 
E-mail: 
danielle.mccormick@ 
antrim.gov.uk 
 
cathy.mcnally@ 
antrim.gov.uk 
 
desima.connolly@ 
antrim.gov.uk 
 
Website: 
www.antrim.gov.uk 
www.antrim. 
gov.uk/recycle 
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Each ARENA Network Regional Development Executive offers an 
extensive Environmental Education Programme which is tailored to 
complement the school curriculum. Activities offered include: 
• Talks on Waste, Reduce, Reuse & Recycle, Litter, Composting. 
• Arts and Crafts using recycled items - i.e. Glass jar painting, egg         
      box models, collages from old magazines 
• Yellow Woods Challenge annually and Cash for Clobber 
• Schools recycling programme offering provision of classroom bins               
      for recycling and banks for paper, plastic bottles & cans or a      
      kerbside collection by Bryson House for smaller schools 
• Joint school newsletters with Environmental Health and Waste  
      Management with "Environmental" focus. 
• Environmental Youth Speak public speaking competition 
• Eco-week 
• Visits to civic amenity sites 
• Workshops at community safe days 
• Exhibit information stands in schools for science days 
• Free composters and wormeries for schools 
• ECO-UNESCO Environmental award assistance 
• Eco-Schools support 
• Litter picks 
 
Each of our ARENA officers is a fully trained Eco-Schools Assessor and 
offers support to schools on the Eco-Schools programme as well as 
conducting Eco-Schools assessments. They also offer Eco-cluster group 
meetings for teachers. Please note that not all the services listed are 
provided in every Council area. For further details contact the individual 
ARENA member listed for further information on what is offered to 
schools in your Council area. 
 
Regional Development Executives 
 
Banbridge Regional Development Executive:  
Tracy Fitzpatrick 028 4066 0600  

Castlereagh Regional Development Executive:  
Keelin Hamill 028 9049 4627 

Coleraine Regional Development Executive:  
Fiona Watters 028 7034 7034 

Craigavon Regional Development Executive:  
Michael Schwartzentruber 028 3831 2466 

Dungannon Regional Development Executive:  
Alistair Crawford on 028 8772 0338 

Greater Belfast Regional Development Executive:  
Marie Henry 028 9041 0410 

Limavady Regional Development Executive:  
Liam McEvoy 028 7776 0304 

Magherafelt Regional Development Executive:  
Michael Kelly 028 7939 7979 

Strabane Regional Development Executive:  
Michael Pickles 028 7138 2204 

ARENA NETWORK 

Curriculum Areas: 
English 
Maths 
Science 
Design & Technology,  
ICT 
Geography 
Citizenship 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact: 
ARENA Network or the 
appropriate Regional 
Development Executive 
 
 
Address: 
ARENA Network 
Business in the  
Community 
Bridge House 
Paulett Avenue 
Belfast 
BT5 4HD 
 
Tel: 028 9046 0606  
 
E-mail: 
george.dawson@ 
bitcni.org.uk 
 
Website: 
www.arenani.org.uk 
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Breathing Places is a three year campaign run by the BBC and its 
conservation partners aiming to transform 50,000 local green places 
across the UK, making them better for wildlife and people. The main 
aim is to inspire individuals to create and care for their local green 
places by helping with already existing initiatives or by starting their 
own project.  

The BBC is working with more than 50 conservation organisations on its 
Springwatch Survey and Breathing Places campaign. These include CVNI, 
BTO, EHS, RSPB, The Wildlife Trusts, The Woodland Trust and Wildfowl 
and Wetlands Trust.  
 

The campaign itself will run from 2006 – 2009 and the projects will be 
integrated into the BBC schedule at a local and national level through 
programmes such as Spring and Autumn Watch, Animal Arc, Animal 
Rescue, Really Wild Show and the Nature of Britain.  

 
What is a breathing place? 
 
A Breathing Place could be anything from an established nature reserve 
to a small green space that is being cared for by a community group: a 
school that is transforming a space in its grounds, an allotment site or a 
playing field or golf course….  
 
-   A space that people care for, for the benefit of wildlife and people 
-   Anything from a small community space to a major landscape project 
 
The legacy of the campaign is: 
-   A transformed landscape, sustained into the future  
-   Heightened awareness and understanding of nature for the 
    participants 
-   Increased and widened participation in nature conservation, 
    particularly from new enthusiasts                   
-   An opportunity for the sector to continue to work collaboratively  
    Beyond 2008.     
 
Children 
 
Children are the key to getting people to join in. Schools are the most 
meaningful locus of community spirit. Nature is an important focus for 
family activities – spending time doing something with the kids. Also a 
sense of the welfare of the next generation and the legacy we are 
leaving for them. 
 

Local 
 
‘My patch’ is a very powerful concept. Making ‘my patch’ better is 
more relevant than ‘global conservation’, ‘sustainable development’ 
etc. Making projects very local, providing a clear sense of the impact of 
work done, and a clear reward for effort will be the most effective 
approach. People in the cities are, if anything, more passionate than 
those living in suburban or rural settings. 
 
We need and welcome the support and expertise of conservation 
organisations out there in order to ensure the success of the campaign. 
We’ve been talking to many partners as the project has developed and 
will continue to do so. 

BBC BREATHING PLACES 

Curriculum Areas: 
N/A 
 
Key Stages: 
N/A 
 
Contact: 
Margery Quinn 
 
Address: 
Breathing Places  
Learning Project 
Manager 
BBC NI  
Broadcasting House,  
Ormeau Avenue,  
Belfast  
BT2 8HQ  
 
Tel: 028 9033 8207  
 
E-mail: 
margery.quinn@bbc. 
co.uk 
 
Website: 
www.bbc.co.uk/  
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The plight of the world's tropical rainforests is of major global 
importance, and one that school children are aware of through the 
media and the school curriculum. The chance to visit a rainforest is a 
rare treat for anyone, let alone as a school trip, but the Tropical Ravine 
House at Belfast Botanic Gardens is the nearest thing to a rainforest in 
this country.  Here, tropical plants flourish in an environment similar to 
the real thing. 
 
School parties can visit both The Palm House and Tropical Ravine in 
Belfast Botanic Gardens during normal opening hours, or a guided tour 
can be arranged by contacting the Conservation and Promotion Officer 
at Tel 028 9066 2259. 
 
A variety of approaches and subjects can be studied in these two 
glasshouses. Natural history is clearly the most obvious, with areas of 
study including the tropical rainforest, economic plants, biodiversity, 
plant classification,  geography (plant distribution, economic crops, 
countries of origin), history (plant explorers, glasshouse collections, 
Victorian age), English (poetry and creative writing, drama), maths 
(plant forms, leaf studies), languages (origin of plant names, 
distributions) and art and design (painting and drawing from life, textile 
design,) can all be incorporated into a visit. 

BELFAST CITY COUNCIL 

Curriculum Areas: 
Art and Design 
English,  
Geography 
Natural History 
Maths 
Science 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact:  
Robert Scott,  
Conservation &  
Promotion Officer 
 
Address: 
Malone House 
Barnett Demesne 
Belfast 
Co. Antrim 
BT9 5PB 
 
Tel: 028 9066 2259 
 
E-mail: 
conservation@ 
belfastcity.gov.uk 
 
Website: 
www.belfastcity. 
gov.uk 
 
Opening Hours: 
Winter (October - 
March) 
Mon - Fri: 10am - 
12pm  and 1pm—4pm 
Sat/Sun: 2pm - 4pm 
 
Summer (April - 
September) 
Mon - Fri: 10pm - 
12pm, 1pm - 5pm 
Sat/Sun: 2pm - 5pm 
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BELFAST CITY COUNCIL 

 
HI TEACHERS!   

 
I’M CAPTAIN CLEANUP… AND 
I’M HERE TO CLEAN UP OUR 
CITY! 
 
YOUR SCHOOL CAN APPLY 
FOR A FREE INFORMATION 
PACK  

Belfast City Council has launched an anti-litter campaign which aims to 
make Belfast a cleaner and brighter place.  Litter affects all areas and is 
a topic young people can understand and do something about.   
 
To make it easy for schools to get involved we have designed an 
education pack which supports the Northern Ireland Curriculum and 
encourages cross-curricular working with the development of knowledge, 
skills and understanding.  The pack includes teachers notes, lesson 
ideas, work sheets, fact sheets and activities.  Topics included in the 
pack include: 
 
Who collects the bin?  Who cleans the streets?     What is litter? 
 
How do we stop litter?  Dangerous Litter       Who drops litter?
  
The education pack is supported by a free Belfast City Council anti-litter 
talk and activities with your class or assembly. 

 ANTI-LITTER EDUCATION PACK— Key Stages 1 & 2 

The Community Awareness Team can also offer -  
 

• Interactive anti-litter talks a class or assembly 
 
• Help and support to organise a cleanup. 
 
• Posters and information leaflets.  

‘Litter - don’t drop it, stop it!’ 

 
To find out more contact Donna Bates 

Curriculum Areas: 
Media 
English 
Georgrapy 
Art & Design 
Drama 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact: 
Kirsty Torney 
Community Awareness 
Officer 
 
Address: 
Belfast City Council 
9-21 Adelaide Street 
Belfast 
BT2 8DJ  
 
Tel: 028 9032 0202 
 
E-mail: 
torneyk@belfastcity. 
gov.uk 
batesd@belfastcity. 
gov.uk 
 
Website: 
www.belfastcity. 
gov.uk 
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Available FREE to your school — 
 
To make it easier for your school to get involved we have designed an education pack which 
supports the Northern Ireland Curriculum and encourages cross-curricular working with the 
development of knowledge, skills and understanding.  The pack includes teachers notes, lesson 
plans and fact sheets.     
 
The Community Awareness Team can also offer -  
 

•  Interactive anti-litter talks. 
 
• A lesson about the development of the anti-litter campaign, ‘Litter - Don’t Drop It, Stop 

It!’ with a DVD outlining the process of filming Belfast City Council’s anti-litter advert. 
 
• Help and support to organise a cleanup. 
 
• Posters and information leaflets.  

 
 

 
Post Primary Anti-litter Education  
 
The Community Awareness Team can offer free anti-litter talks and activities to your school. 
 
The aim is to encourage young adults to take an active role in improving their local environment 
by not dropping litter. 

‘Litter - don’t drop it, stop it!’ 



14 

 

BELFAST CITY COUNCIL 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography  
Key Stage 1 &2, 3 & 4 
Science & 
Technology 1 & 2, 3 
& 4 
Environment, EMU & 
Cultural Heritage 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact: 
Sonia McIlroy,  
Natasha Tully,  
Frances Orr 
 
Address: 
Belfast City Council  
4-10 Linenhall Street  
Belfast  
BT2 8BP 
 
Tel: 028 9032 0202      
ext 3398 
 
E-mail: 
mcilroys@belfastcity.         
gov.uk 
 
Website: 
www.belfastcity. 
gov.uk/recycling 

 
Belfast City Council Waste Management Department is responsible for the 
provision of recycling facilities for households within Belfast. Each 
household within Belfast will have access to a kerbside recycling 
collection by spring 2007 in the form of blue and brown recycling bins or 
a black recycling box.  
 
In addition to the kerbside collection service, BCC also provides Recycling 
centres, civic amenity sites and recycling points across the city where 
householders can take a wide range of waste materials for recycling. 
 
Activities 
 
Pupils are taken on a field visit to Dargan Road landfill site and shown 
around the facility. They will see waste being dumped and crushed on the 
tip head, areas that are full and have been capped, testing stations 
where landfill gas is pumped out and burnt off, and the BCC composting 
facility. 
 
Groups will then be taken to the Recycling Centre closest to their school 
where they will be shown the range of different materials that can be 
accepted and will be told about the different uses waste materials can be 
put to. If the groups bring materials with them they will have the 
opportunity to recycle them in the appropriate containers. 
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BELFAST ZOO 

Curriculum Areas: 
English 
Geography 
Maths 
Science 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2 and 3 
 
Contact:  
John Fisher   
Head of Education 
 
Address: 
Belfast Zoo 
Antrim Road  
Belfast 
BT36 7PN 
  
Tel: 028 9077 6277  
ext 204 
Fax: 028 9037 0578 
 
E-mail: 
fisherj@belfastcity. 
gov.uk 
 
Website:  
www.belfastzoo.co.uk 

There are three main options using the Zoo’s Education Service 
 
1. Full Education Visit  
                                                                                                                                                                                        

This service is available all year round, for £15.50* per class (max 35 
pupils), in addition to the normal group admission fee. It includes :  
 
• An interactive session with an Education Officer and a small 
 team of live animals in the Zoo schoolroom, duration: 30 min. 
 for Key Stage 1 and 45 min. for Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3.  
• An interactive CD which contains: a) a trail to follow round the 
 Zoo on your own; b) topic information for teachers which can 
 be used as a basis for work in the school before and/or after 
 the visit to the Zoo; c)  a trail map and pupils’ work sheets for 
 work in the Zoo; d) pupils’ worksheets for follow-up work. 
• Free admission to the Zoo for three teachers per class.  
 

2. Self-Guided Visit   
 

This service is available all year round, for £10.00* per class in 
addition to the normal group admission fee. It includes:  
 
• An interactive CD which contains: a) a trail to follow round the 
 Zoo on your own; b) topic information for teachers which can 
 be used as a basis for work in the school before and/or after 
 the visit to the Zoo; c)  a trail map and pupils’ work sheets for 
 work in the Zoo; d) pupils’ worksheets for follow-up work.  
• Free admission to the Zoo for three teachers per class.  
 
3. The Outreach Service 

 
This service is available from September to March. Cost varies  
according to the distance from the Zoo and the number of people  
using the service per visit.  
Up to 15 miles : 65p*. per person with a minimum charge of £39* 
15—30 miles : £1.00* per person with a minimum charge of £66* 
30+miles : £1.30* per person with a minimum charge of £88.50*.  
 
The Outreach Service includes :  
• A visit to the school by the Education Officer, accompanied by 

carefully selected small animals and a curriculum-based ‘meet 
the animals’ sessions. Duration 45 min. for Key Stage 1 and 1 
hour for Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3. 

 
*Prices are until March 31, 2007 when they will rise with inflation .  

 
Full Education Topics include: 
 
Key Stage 1: ‘Let’s Look at Animals’; ‘Colours and Pat-
terns’; ‘What’s for Dinner?’ 
Key Stage 2: ‘All Kinds of Animals’, ‘Camouflage’; ‘Food 
and Energy’. 
Key Stage 3: ‘Survival’; ‘Classification’. 
 
Self-Guided Topics include: 
 
‘African Animal Trail’ (all Key Stages);  
‘Animal Tails Trail’ (all Key Stages);                                                                                                     
‘Can You Survive?’ (Key Stages 2 & 3). 
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Bryson Education’s main programme, Sort It Out!, is a new Province wide 
programme delivering the Reduce, Reuse, Recycle message to primary 
schools. Funded by the Environment and Heritage Service through the 
Community Waste Innovation Fund and Better Belfast, the programme is 
available free of charge to primary schools anywhere in Northern Ireland. 
Visits can be adapted to suit the specific needs of a teacher or school 
and all visits cover the recycling facilities provided by the local authority 
in that specific council area. After every visit the children are presented 
with a small recycled gift e.g. a recycled pencil or ruler.  
 
Sort It Out! Delivery Options 
 
Presentations – The visit can involve one or more classes for a 
presentation detailed below. Different presentations are used for years 1 
and 2, 3 and 4 and 5 – 7 to ensure information is pitched at the correct 
level. 
 
Key Stage 1 – A 30 minute talk using examples and pictures to explain 
what we can recycle and why we should recycle. For years one and two, 
the pictures are replaced with Mr. Rat’s Recycling Story. 
 
Key Stage 2 – The topic of recycling is expanded to include raw 
materials and the reasons for recycling are discussed in greater detail, 
using examples, pictures, video and finishing with a quiz. This talk lasts 
approximately 45 minutes. 
 
Workshops/Classroom Lessons  
 
Sort It Out! is also available as a morning or afternoon session with an 
individual class using presentations, games, crafts and activities. Options 
available include The Material World, a study of five materials (paper, 
glass, steel, plastic aluminium) and finding out what they are made 
from, where they come from, where they get recycled and why this is a 
good thing. Produce Placement is an investigation into packaging and a 
study of 12 products to determine if they are recycled and if they can be 
recycled. Workshops are also available on paper recycling, composting 
and aluminium.  
 
Drama  
 
We have a selection of drama workshops where the pupils make their 
costumes and props from waste materials and then perform a short 
drama. Currently available are In The Can, (aluminium), Worth the Paper 
(paper recycling) and Sort It Out! a more general recycling drama.  

BRYSON CHARITABLE GROUP  
EDUCATION UNIT 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Science 
Technology 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2 and nursery 
 
Contact:  
Environmental  
Education:  George or 
Lynn, 028 9034 7744 
Action Renewables:  
Christine or Naomi,  
028 9032 5835 ext 253 
Energy Education:               
Wendy, 028 9032 
5835  ext 254 
 
Address: 
Bryson House 
28 Bedford Street 
Belfast 
BT2 7FE 
 
Tel: 028 9032 5835 
 
E-mail: 
george.lyttle@ 
brysonhouse.net 
 
Website: 
www.bryson 
house-education.com 

 
The Sustainable World 
 
This programme is aimed at Key Stage 3. Options available include a presentation/assembly and a 
general classroom lesson on Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. After schools clubs and work on a specific 
topic e.g. mobile phones are also available. 
 
For more information on all our programmes and to access downloadable worksheets and fact 
sheets, visit out web site at www.brysoncgeducation.org or contact George Lyttle (K.S.1 and 2) or 
Lynn O’Rorke (K.S.3) on 028 9034 7744. 
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Magnificent Maths Trail at Carnfunnock Country Park 
 
This is an outdoor activity aimed at Key Stage 2/3. It is based on the 
mathematical components in the curriculum of: handling data, shape 
and space, measures, numbers and processes. The Trail is located in a 
well-managed Walled Garden of just under one hectare. Due to the 
nature of this location, the activity also lends itself well to art and 
design (creativity, geometry, photography, video), science (sunlight, 
changes in the seasons, plants, soils, animals, food chain, materials in 
path building), history (amphitheatre, concept of time), English 
(talking, listening, writing, poetry), geography (drawing plans, 
direction, scale, waste disposal. use of resources) as well as planning of 
events and time management. 
 
There are 10 activities for the children to complete in nine different 
sign-posted locations within the garden. One of the activities involves 
data collection throughout the garden. The children will work in teams 
of 2 - 4 and each team starts at a different location, working through 
the activities in sequential order. The only materials needed besides 
the Workbook are: pens, 1 clipboard per team, 1 meter ruler per team 
and 1 trundle wheel per school. 
 
The Maths Trail is in PDF format with two documents which can be 
printed in either colour or black and white. It is available on CD and on 
the Larne Borough Council website (www.larne.gov.uk/carnfunnock/
mathstrail) and comes in two parts: 
 
1. Twelve page Maths Trail Workbook 
2. Three page Information for Teachers. including answers. 

 
Costs and Bookings 
 
It is free to do the Maths Trail but you do need to book - your costs 
might only include parking and bus hire. An optional extra is hire of the 
Education Centre. The Education Centre is a room about the size of a 
normal classroom with desks, chairs and a sink. It is located above the 
Visitor Centre (about 30m from the garden) and overlooks the sea.  
 
There is a full-colour frameable certificate for each school that 
completes the Trail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CARNFUNNOCK COUNTRY PARK 

Curriculum Areas: 
Art & Design 
English 
Geography 
History 
Maths 
Science 
ICT 
 
Key Stages: 
2 and 3 
 
Season: 
Easter to June 
September to October 
 
Contact: 
Education Officer 
 
Address: 
Carnfunnock Country  
Park 
Coast Road 
Larne 
Co. Antrim  
BT40 2QG 
  
Tel: 028 2827 0541  
(In season) -  
028 2826 0088  
(Out of season)  
 
Fax: 028 2827 0852  
 
E-mail: 
foyl@larne.gov.uk 
 
Website: 
www.larne.gov.uk/   
carnfunnock.html 
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The Centre for Global Education is a resource base for global and 
developing world studies.  It promotes a form of education designed to 
increase understanding of international development issues and 
encourage action that will tackle the problems underpinning poverty and 
inequality throughout the world. 
 
The Centre was established in 1986, in the wake of the Ethiopian famine 
of 1984-85, to challenge stereotypes of developing countries prominent 
in our society and provide education services that offer a closer 
examination of the factors underpinning poverty in the developing 
world.  The Centre also encourages learners at a local level to examine 
the shared historical and contemporary links between Ireland and 
developing countries including famine, conflict and colonialism.  These 
links are explored through publications, public seminars and training 
workshops delivered to local audiences in the formal and non-formal 
education sectors. 
 
The Centre promotes a form of education that is variably called 
development education, global education, global citizenship or 
development awareness.  All of these labels share the following 
components: 
 
• An exploration of development issues such as trade justice, 

conflict, gender, the environment and child work. 
• The use of active learning methodologies to foster independent, 

critical thinking, confidence, self-awareness and good 
communication skills. 

• Work with a wide range of target groups from pre-school through 
to adult groups such as teachers, student teachers, adult 
educators and youth workers. 

• The provision of resources for use in the formal and non-formal 
education sectors. 

 
An additional key element of development education is the action 
component.  It is imperative that learners use the values, skills, 
attitudes, knowledge and understanding provided through development 
education to take action that will address poverty-related problems at 
local and international levels.  As the writer Alice Walker stated 
‘activism is my rent for living on this planet’.  
 
The Centre has a resource base on its premises that is accessible to the 
public and contains the most complete collection of materials on 
development issues available in Northern Ireland. These resources 
include: 

CENTRE FOR GLOBAL EDUCATION 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
History 
Local and Global 
Citizenship 
Religious Education 
Mathematics 
English 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact: 
Information Officer 
 
Address: 
Centre for Global  
Education            
9 University Street 
Belfast 
BT7 1FY  
 
Tel: 028 9024 1879 
Fax: 028 9024 1879 
 
E-mail: 
info@centreforglobal 
education.com  
 
Website: 
www.centreforglobal 
education.com 
www.bigpic.biz  

• Over 1,200 books on development issues and developing countries 
• 50 national and international periodicals 
• Over 1,000 video broadcasts 
• Over 500 teaching packs designed to support curriculum delivery from Key Stages 1-4 
• Resources designed for youth sector training 
• Interactive CD Roms 
• Over 100 reference box files on development issues and developing countries 
      Invaluable international reports, newspaper cuttings and newsletters. 
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Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Science 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2 and 3 
 
Contact:  
Paul Bennett 
Environmental Ranger 
 
Address: 
Colin Glen Trust 
163 Stewartstown Rd 
Dunmurry 
Belfast 
BT17 0HW 
 
Tel: 028 9061 4115 
Fax: 028 9060 1694 
 
E-mail:  
info@colinglentrust. 
org 
 
Website: 
www.colinglentrust.org 

Colin Glen Forest Park covers over 200 acres including the wooded river 
glen and an area reclaimed from former brickworks and landfill. The 
site is managed by the Colin Glen Trust, formed in 1989, to improve the 
natural environment around Colin Glen. Since the early 1990s the park 
has been the location for many school visits from throughout Belfast. 
The Colin Glen Trust has an education department which carries out 
curriculum based environmental education, a volunteer department 
which offers a wide variety of volunteering opportunities, and a ranger 
service which carries out patrols of the park seven days a week.  
 
Education Activities 
 
Pond dipping 
Mini-beast collecting 
Woodland nature trail 
Fossil hunt 
River studies 
Soil studies 
Orienteering 
Summer schemes 
School visits 
Tree studies 
Waste management 
Summer scheme (including treasure hunt, duck derby and env. games) 
 
Subjects covered 
 
Habitats and ecosystems 
Biodiversity 
Species identification and classification 
Ecology 
Pollution 
Conservation and environmental protection 
Field work 
Plant reproduction 
Geology 
Rivers 
 
Key Stages 
 
Key Stage 1 
Science: Living things, animals and plants and the environment. 
Geography: Simple map work, the weather and the environment. 
 
Key Stage 2 
Science: Developing observational and recording skills, living things, 
animals and plants, growth, camouflage, classification, life cycles, 
reproduction and food chains.  
Geography: Developing observational and recording skills, map work, 
weather, forestry, the environment, local woodland study, 
environmental protection, pollution and deforestation.  
 
Key Stage 3 
Science: Habitat study to include classification, life cycles, adaptation, 
pollution and conservation.  
Geography: Development of geographical skills in relation to weather, 
climate and ecosystems. 

COLIN GLEN FOREST PARK 
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CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS 
NORTHERN IRELAND 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography, Science 
Technology 
 
Key Stages: 
Nursery, 1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contacts: 
Green Machine – 
Stephen Mallon, 91852817 or 
E-mail cvni-green-machine@ 
   cvni.org.uk 
 
Northern Ireland Tree 
Campaign – Andy Smith 
Tel: 028 9185 2817 or  
E-mail: nito@cvni.org.uk 
 
Managing for Biodiversity – 
Eleanor Ballard,  
Tel: 028 9185 2817 or  
E-mail:cvni-biodiversity@ 
cvni.org.uk 
 
School Grounds  
Development Projects –  
Ian Humphreys 
Tel: 028 9064 5169  
E-mail: 
I.Humphreys@cvni.org.uk 
cvni-fermanagh@cvni.org.uk 
cvni-coleraine@cvni.org.uk 
cvni-derry@cvni.org.uk 
 
Address: 
CVNI 
159 Ravenhill Road 
Belfast  
BT6 0BP 
 
Websites: 
www.cvni.org 
www.nitc.org 
www.btcv.org 

Conservation Volunteers Northern Ireland is the leading practical 
conservation charity whose vision is for a better environment 
where people are valued, included and involved and whose mission 
is to create a more sustainable future by inspiring people and 
improving places. 
 
Conservation Volunteers Northern Ireland provides local support 
for environmental projects from five main offices based in Bangor, 
Belfast,  Castle Archdale in Fermanagh, Coleraine and L/Derry. 
 
Environmental Programmes 
 
A Green Machine is operated by our Education Officer, providing 
tailored interactive workshops on a range of subjects linked to the 
curriculum including:- 

Waste management and recycling 
Life cycles and food chains 
Biodiversity 
Environmental improvements and 
Practical projects 

The Green machine is currently a free resource, which will travel 
to any reasonable/accessible location in Northern Ireland. Booking 
essential. 
 
The Northern Ireland Tree Campaign provides a range of free 
support for schools and educators.  For example, Autumn Seed 
Harvest (ASH) workshops are a 'hands-on' approach to learning the 
skills needed to grow our native trees from seed. The workshops 
provide a physical dimension to theories of seed dispersal, 
photosynthesis and so on. If you would like to book an ASH 
workshop for your class, know of a teacher whose class might 
benefit or simply want more information, please contact us.  The 
campaign also offers a ‘free trees’ programme for suitable sites.  
Check out the website for other activities. 
 
Managing for Biodiversity offers free advice and support for 
people that manage land for the benefit of biodiversity through 
training courses, workshops and the development of exemplar 
sites.  Biodiversity Officers, farmers, teachers etc. who want to 
learn more or develop skills to help particular aspects of Northern 
Ireland’s biodiversity should make use of this opportunity. 
 
School Grounds Development Projects can be supported 
anywhere in Northern Ireland from one of our five local offices.  
Our aim is to involve pupils and teachers in the design, 
implementation, maintenance and use of school grounds 
development projects.  Teachers are encouraged to maximise 
opportunities to incorporate the curriculum into activities such as 
creating habitats (e.g. ponds, woodlands, wildflower meadows and 
hedges) and access to them (e.g. paths). We can also directly 
deliver projects where required.  Costs are variable depending 
upon project size, duration and materials required. 
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COUNCIL FOR THE CURRICULUM,  
EXAMINATIONS AND ASSESSMENT 

Curriculum Areas: 
All 
 
Key Stages: 
All 
 
Contact:  
Nola McLarnon 
Education Services 
Admin Team 
 
Address: 
CCEA 
29 Clarendon Road 
Clarendon Dock 
Belfast 
BT1 3BG  
 
Tel:  028 9026 1200 
Fax: 028 9026 1234 
 
E-mail:  
info@ccea.org.uk 
 
Website:  
www.ccea.org.uk 

The Council for the Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment (CCEA) 
is a non-departmental public body reporting to the Department of 
Education in Northern Ireland.  It is a unique educational body in the 
UK, bringing together the three areas of curriculum, examinations and 
assessment. 
 
CCEA places learners and those who have a concern for their 
educational and personal development at the forefront of its thinking.  

CCEA's mission is: "To enable the full potential of all learners to be 
achieved and recognised". 
 
CCEA offers a wide range of relevant and rewarding qualifications at 
entry level, GCSE and GCE level which also include a number of 
applied qualifications. Visit www.ccea.org.uk  for more details. 
 
Comprehensive support is available for both teachers and learners and 
includes innovative guidance and resources, valuable information and 
key events.  
 
GCE specifications are currently being revised for first teaching in 
September 2008 and the revision of GCSE specifications will follow for 
first teaching in 2009. 
 
Should you have a query about any of the qualifications that CCEA 
offers please contact Nola McLarnon in the Education Services Admin 
Team on (028) 9026 1271 who will direct your call to the appropriate 
subject specialist. 
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Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Science 
 
Key Stages: 
2 and 3 
 
Contact:  
Caro-lynne Ferris 
 
Address: 
Countryside Access and 
Activities Network 
Barnett’s Demesne 
Malone Rd 
Belfast 
BT9 5PB 
 
Tel:  028 9030 3930 
Fax: 028 9062 6248 
 
E-mail:  
info@countryside 
recreation.com 
 
Website: 
www.ecotrails.co.uk 
www.countryside 
recreation.com 

COUNTRYSIDE ACCESS & ACTIVITIES 
NETWORK 

The Northern Ireland Countryside Access and Activities Network 
(CAAN) is an umbrella organisation which brings together all groups 
and bodies which have an interest or involvement in countryside 
recreation in Northern Ireland. This includes:  
 
• Those participating in countryside recreation activities 
• Local and central government organisations 
• Farmers and landowners 
• Providers of outdoor education  
• Environmental and community organisations.  
• Youth organisations 
 
The Network was established in 1999 in response to the publication of 
Northern Ireland's first Countryside Recreation Strategy in November 
1998. It is charged with the strategic development and management of 
countryside recreation across Northern Ireland. The Network is  
responsible for undertaking practical countryside recreation 
strategies. These projects are delivered for the Network by a 
company, Countryside Recreation: Northern Ireland. The Company is 
linked directly to the Network through its membership. 

ECOTRAILS 
 
‘ECOTRAILS’ provides an opportunity for young people to develop an 
awareness, appreciation and understanding of, and responsibility for 
their local natural and built environment by taking part in 
environmental trails linked to the sport of orienteering. 
 
ECOTRAILS is targeted at Key Stage 2/3 and at some locations there is 
staff available to advise and assist. 
 
Each ECOTRAIL  pack contains an Activity Booklet covering a range of  
environmental/historical topics, a Leaders Guide for the Activity 
Booklet, a separate leaders Guide for Orienteering, a specially 
produced map of the locality plus additional items such as a Tree 
Identification chart.   

The resources are available free on CD or through the website 
www.ecotrails.co.uk     
 
Each ECOTRAIL site provides a full day of activity and each pack 
details many other resources and websites 
 
The initial sites developed were five Belfast Parks i.e. Ormeau, 
Clement Wilson, Sir Thomas and Lady Dixon, Cave Hill and Colin Glen.   
 
Phase two is almost completed and includes Antrim Castle Gardens, 
Lurgan, Park, Enniskillen Town, Palace Demense-Armagh and Kilbroney 
Park Rostrevor. 
 
Phase three is underway and will include Loughgall Country Park,  
Prehen Derry, Benburb plus other locations. 
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CRAIGAVON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Science 
Technology 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
Pre-school 
After-schools  
 
 
Contact:  
Jennifer Wilson 
 
Address: 
Civic Centre 
PO Box 66 
Lakeview Road 
Craigavon 
Co. Armagh 
BT64 1AL 
 
Tel: 028 3831 2400  
Fax: 028 3831 2444  
 
E-mail: 
jennifer.wilson@ 
craigavon.gov.uk     
 
Website: 
www.craigavon.gov.uk 

 

Free Recycling Education Programme 
 
With recycling now such an important aspect of everyday life, 
education for all is vitally important. Craigavon Borough Council offers 
a free education programme on the importance of recycling to 
children from nursery age to Key Stage 3 as well as community groups, 
church groups and anyone else who feels they could benefit from it. 
 
Nursery Schools 
 
This is the beginning of an education in recycling and provides a very 
interactive approach to the subject. A toy bin lorry is used to illustrate 
where rubbish goes and the children get to touch and feel a lot of 
materials that are recyclable. 
 
Primary Schools 
 
The concept of the ‘Three R’s’ is brought in at this level through a 
short presentation, a DVD and a quiz on what the children have seen 
and heard throughout the lesson. They will also be able to see a range 
of products that have been made from recycled materials. 
 
Secondary Schools 
 
This follows on from the primary school programme but takes it to a 
more concentrated level.  
 
All programmes can be changed or altered to suit the needs of the 
teacher, and are directly linked into waste issues and bin schemes 
within homes in the Borough of Craigavon. 
 
On top of delivering these programmes, the Council also offers visits 
to the local civic amenity sites where children can see at first hand 
where recycled material can be dumped.  
 
Teachers can also be provided with classroom education packs on 
waste issues which include a number of projects that can be used as a 
follow-up to the school visit. Each project is cross-curricular. 
 
The Council can also aid those schools who want to become involved in 
the European recognised Eco-Schools programme. 
 
Cluster meetings for teachers are arranged bi-annually to discuss the 
programme and act as a medium to share ideas.  
 
Presentations can be carried out all year round and outside working 
hours so that Women’s Institutes, Girls’ Brigades, Boys’ Brigades, 
community groups and youth groups can all avail of the service. 
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Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Science 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2 and 3 
 
Contact: 
Julie Hannaway 
 
Address: 
Derry City Council 
98 Strand Road 
Londonderry 
BT48 7NN 
 
Tel: 028 7136 5151 
 
E-mail: 
julie.hannaway@ 
derrycity.gov.uk 
 
Website: 
www.derrycity.gov.uk 

Derry City Council is offering an exciting new programme to local 
schools within the district aimed at stimulating awareness of the many 
issues associated with Waste and of the range of solutions available 
through Waste Minimisation and Recycling activities. 
 
A free education programme is being offered to all primary and 
secondary schools in the Derry City Council area from January 2006. Our 
Officers will visit schools to give short presentations to Key Stage 1, 2 
and 3 pupils on Waste Management topics.  
 
The programme aims to make a positive difference by educating 
children about the problems associated with waste and how they can 
foster individual responsibility for changing habits. All issues within the 
programme have been designed to target a wide variety of elements 
within the Programmes of Study within the current Northern Ireland 
Curriculum. 

DERRY CITY COUNCIL 

NEEDabag Campaign 
 
Derry City Council is one of 20 Councils in the North who have endorsed 
the NEEDabag? Campaign, with the Mayor, Cllr Lynn Fleming, calling on 
the people of the city to support the Baglady, Shirley Lewis, in her bid 
to rid Northern Ireland of plastic bags. 
 
The NEEDabag Campaign was piloted during Ballymena’s second 
Environment Week in May 2004 when 38 shops, large and small, saved 
thousands of bags by asking customers the simple question: … do you 
NEEDabag? ‘The answer to the great NEEDabag? question is NO THANK 
YOU,’ says the Baglady. 
 
This campaign is simple, effective and fun. It takes up no extra working 
time, provides positive publicity for those businesses taking part, and 
best of all, costs nothing.  
 
The Baglady regularly visits local schools in an effort to promote the 
message. The campaign is being funded by the Environment and 
Heritage Service (EHS).  

Shirley Lewis the “Baglady“ and two pupils  
From Lisnagelvin Primary School 

Other Schemes 
 
The Waste Management section 
has recently been added to the 
Council’s main website.  The site 
contains details of waste 
management services as well as 
providing advice to users on a 
wide range of waste and 
environmental issues.  The site 
will be updated on a regular basis 
and should prove to be an 
invaluable source of information 
to local residents. 
 www.derrycity.gov.uk/recycle 
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DOWN DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Science 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2 and 3 
 
 
Contact:  
Janet McIlvenna,  
Education Officer  
Technical Services 
Dept 
 
Address: 
Down District Council 
24 Strangford Road  
Downpatrick 
Co. Down  
BT30 6SR  
 
Tel: 028 4461 0843 
 
E-mail: 
janet.mcilvenna@ 
downdc.gov.uk 
 
Website: 
www.downdc.gov.uk 

Down District Council currently undertakes a variety of educational 
talks to primary and secondary schools in the Council area. These 
include the following: 
 
Option 1. ‘Reduce , Reuse, Recycle’  KS 1&2 
 
During this session the pupils are encouraged to understand the 
relevance of the three R’s and gain some knowledge of the variety of 
materials we can recycle. The session takes about half an hour for KS1 
and one hour for KS2, and includes a short video and some recycling 
games. 
 
Option 2. ‘Household Recycling Centre & Landfill Site Visit’  KS 2&3 
 
Educational Visit to Castlewellan Household Recycling Centre to look 
at the wide variety of materials that can be recycled.  In stark 
contrast, the Group visits Drumnakelly landfill site to witness the 
huge volume of materials that have been dumped by our throw away 
society.    
 
Option 3. ‘Creating Carrots from Bananas?’  KS 2 
 
Composting workshop. Pupils are encouraged to recognise the value 
of composting their school waste and keeping the Earth’s dwindling 
resources out of landfill. During this one hour session they can see 
compost in various stages (from a brown aging banana peel, to a rich 
earthy compost) and finally, set up a compost bin for the school to 
use. 
 
Option 4. ‘Out with the Litter Lout!’ KS 2&3 
 
Litter is a HUGE problem, but we can all do something about it. The 
session aims to cover the problems associated with litter, including 
either slides or a short cartoon video. In addition, the group gets the 
opportunity to carry out a litter pick within their own school grounds. 
 
Bookings are now been taken for 2006/07, Telephone 028 4461 0843. 
(If telephone is unattended, Please leave a message including 
suggested dates and option(s) requested.) 
 

 

Down Community Transport is 
currently offering reduced 
rate transport for school 
visits, and can be contacted 
on: 028 4461 7900. 
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In Northern Ireland Eco-Schools is managed by TIDY Northern 
Ireland, an organisation which also runs the Keep Northern 
Ireland Tidy Campaign and manages other local 
environmental quality programmes such as Blue Flag for 
beaches. Eco-Schools is a programme that supports the new 
school curriculum for Northern Ireland and its emphasis on 
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). 
 
TIDY Northern Ireland runs Eco-Schools in Northern Ireland using an 
extensive range of partners and with backing from local councils, the 
education boards and the Environment and Heritage Service. 
 
Eco-Schools is a recognised award scheme (with backing from the United 
Nations) rewarding and accrediting schools who have made a 
commitment to continuously improving their environmental 
performance. It is also a learning resource, raising awareness of 
environmental issues through activities that link to curriculum subjects. 
 
The Aim of Eco-Schools 
 
Eco-Schools is a pupil led environmental programme based on an 
Environmental Management Audit approach. Its aim is to make 
environmental awareness and action an intrinsic part of the life and 
ethos of the school for both pupils and staff. 
 
How does Eco-Schools Work? 
 
The programme involves a range of progressive environmental awards 
from a bronze award to a permanent Green Flag via a silver award and 
several renewable Green Flags. A typical school will spend one year 
implementing the programme before applying for the bronze award, 
another year for a silver award and another year for a Green Flag 
awards, although it is not unheard of for a school to be successful in 
applying for a Green Flag in the first year. The majority of schools are 
already doing work that would count towards their Green Flag. 
 
Topics Supported by Eco-Schools 
 
The environment can be incorporated into all aspects of the curriculum, 
and Eco-Schools has a number of topics that should be examined by 
schools as they make their way through the Eco-Schools programme and 
series of awards. The topics to be covered include: 
 

 
 
We have a number of partners who can help schools with these topics, 
either by visiting their schools or by providing necessary resources. A full 
list of partners can be found at www.eco-schools.org.uk/contactus/
NI.htm or www.tidynorthernireland.org most of whom can be found in 
this publication. 

Litter Waste Healthy Eating 

Transport Water Energy 

School Grounds Biodiversity Global Perspective 

ECO-SCHOOLS 

Curriculum Areas: 
English 
Maths 
Science 
Design & Technology 
ICT 
History 
Geography 
Citizenship 
PSHE 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact:  
Joan Pender 
 
Address: 
PO Box 978 
Belfast 
BT4 2WZ 
 
Tel: N/A 
 
E-mail:  
joan.peden@tidy 
northernireland.org 
 
Websites: 
www.eco-schools. 
org.uk/contactus/NI. 
htm     
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‘The World Around Us’ at the ecos Centre – Ballymena. 
 
The ecos Centre Ballymena has launched its new suite of educational 
activity sheets for schools that will help teachers to deliver the new 
curriculum requirements for Key Stage 2 and upper Key Stage 1.  
There is also a brand new maths trail for Key Stage 2 and an early 
years programme for the early Key Stage 1 pupils. 
 
This is an excellent resource that assists teachers, particularly in 
Science & Technology, Geography, History and Mathematics with 
specific reference to “The World Around Us”. 
 
A school visit to ecos is a unique experience offering activity sheets 
that encourage pupils to Observe, Learn, Store, Retrieve and 
Present.  The educational interactive zones have been designed to 
stimulate pupils of all ages and abilities, encouraging them to think 
about and be more conscious of environmental issues and possible 
solutions. 
 
The world around us is an incredible place and an educational visit to 
ecos highlights the importance of protecting it and managing it 
properly. 
 
To maximise the educational value of the visit, ecos has produced 
this range of resources including activity sheets with the assistance of 
Mr Maurice Todd (retired NEELB). These are designed to be completed 
after visiting ecos using information that has been gathered during 
the visit using video, digital photographs and good old-fashioned 
notes. 
 
If you would like to find out more about educational facilities at ecos 
or to book your school outing then please call Debbie on 028 2566 
4404. 

ecos CENTRE 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
History 
Maths 
Science 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact:  
Debbie Sayers 
 
Address: 
ecos Centre 
Kernohans Lane 
Broughshane Road 
Ballymena 
Co. Antrim 
BT43 7QA 
 
Tel: 028 2566 4400 
 
E-mail: 
info@ecoscentre.com 
 
Website: 
www.ecoscentre.com 
 
Opening Hours: 
Monday-Friday:  
9.00 am - 5.00 pm 
Public and Bank  
Holidays: 10:30am to 
5pm 
Saturday & Sunday: 
CLOSED 
Christmas Eve to 2nd 
Jan inclusive: CLOSED 
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ECO-UNESCO’s Young Environmentalist Awards 2007 
                                                                                   
The Young Environmentalist Awards is Irelands all island environmental 
awards programme for young people between the ages of 12 and 18. 
The Young Environmentalist Awards (YEA) is run by ECO-UNESCO - 
Ireland’s environmental education and youth organisation. The awards 
honour young people who protect, conserve and enhance our 
environment, making a difference in the lives of others locally and 
globally. 
 
Who can get involved? 
 

The Awards are open to all young people in teams of between 2 and 
25, in schools, youth groups, youth clubs or community groups. 
 
How does it fit my Programme? 
 

Young people in schools, youth organisations, environmental groups 
and community groups can take part in the YEA. The YEA complements 
many aspects of the Northern Ireland Curriculum. It can be integrated 
into the Geography curriculum at Key Stage 4 under the themes 
atmosphere, eco systems and population and within the Science 
curriculum at Key Stage 3 under Life and Living Processes, Physical 
Processes and Material and their uses, as well as at Key Stage 4 in all 
GCSE Single and Double Award syllabi. 
 
Important Dates: 
 

Registration of project outline: Late November 
Closing Date for completed projects: Late February 
Show casing and Awards Ceremony: Early May  
 
You can request or download a YEA Training Manual with step by step 
instructions to help carry out an environmental project at: 
www.ecounesco.ie 
 
ECO-UNESCO runs three core programmes. The Environmental Youth 
Programme includes activities, workshops and ECO-UNESCO clubs for 
young people; the Education and Training Programme including 
training for trainers, youth environmental training and FETAC 
accredited modules; and the Young Environmentalist Awards 
Programme.  
 
In addition, ECO-UNESCO produces publications and education 
resources. ECO-UNESCO is affiliated to the World Federation of 
UNESCO Clubs, Centres and Associations (W.F.U.C.A).   
                                                                                                                                   
  
  
 

ECO-UNESCO 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Science & Technology 
Citizenship 
 
Key Stages: 
3 and 4 
 
Contact: 
Joanne Pender 
YEA Coordinator 
 
Address: 
ECO-UNESCO  
26 Clare St 
Dublin 2 
 
Tel: 00353 1662 5491 
 
E-mail: 
yea@ecounesco.ie 
 
Website: 
www.ecounesco.ie 

 
Junior Overall Winners 2006 
Ballycastle High School 
Ballycastle 
Co Antrim 
N Ireland 
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Back at your school… 
 
Environment and Heritage Service (EHS) administers the Natural Heritage Grants Programme 
(NHGP) to: “Encourage the conservation and enhancement of key elements of the environment 
and its wildlife, and the provision of facilities which help as wide a range of people as possible to 
enjoy and appreciate our natural heritage”. 
 
NHGP grants can support the creation of resources in school grounds where these will be used to 
inspire and educate pupils about biodiversity, geodiversity or the landscape.  Further information 
can be obtained from www.ehsni.gov.uk/natural/grant/grant.shtml or the NHGP grants team on 
028 9054 6442.  

Open the door to our outdoor classrooms where the natural and 
built environments come alive! Looking for a way to cover the 
Northern Ireland curriculum in a fun-filled and imaginative way? 
Enjoyable and inter-active learning - being able to stand on the 
spot where a historic event took place or experiencing 
ecosystems at first hand by touching and smelling - is the most 
memorable kind of learning. Your class can benefit from the 
expertise of one of our specialist educators. Alternatively, you 
may wish to use our sites to deliver your own education 
programme.  
 
Look what we can offer you! 
 
EHS Education Services place an emphasis on innovative inter-active and 
enjoyable methods of learning. As such they are ideally suited to EMU 
groups or groups with special needs. All the necessary field study 
equipment is provided to carry out a full educational programme. 
Experienced, qualified teachers are on hand at our Country Parks and 
Countryside Centres to lead educational programmes specifically 
tailored to the Northern Ireland curriculum. Tour Guides lead 
educational tours at Historic Monuments. There is also a qualified 
history teacher who has specific curriculum based tours available. 
Educators offer educational programmes with a particular focus on local 
habitats and ecosystems. These programmes take place both at EHS 
Country Parks and occasionally as outreach projects in schools. Activities 
can be tailor-made to the requirements of each school. 
 
Curriculum-related educational support materials are available for use 
during your visit and for follow-up exercises back in the classroom to 
help you get the most from your day out. See http://ehsintranet/
education/resources.shtml. 
 
Country Parks offer a superb range of natural habitats including rivers, 
woodlands, seashore, ponds, peatlands and meadows, where students 
will have the opportunity to learn about Living Things and Life 
Processes, Plants and Animals and The Natural Environment. 
 
Historic Monuments provide an exciting opportunity for students to 
discover and explore the past through these expertly conserved 
monuments in marvellous settings. Schools can cover: Normans and the 
Medieval world; Rivalry and Conflict; Study Units of the school’s own 
choice; Life in the Early Times; The Vikings. 
 
For further information you can download a guide from the web address 
or talk to EHS staff. 

ENVIRONMENT & HERITAGE SERVICE 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Science & Technology 
Citizenship 
Waste Free Classroom 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact: 
EHS Education Officer 
 
Address: 
EHS 
Commonwealth House 
35 Castle Street 
Belfast 
BT1 1GU 
 
Tel: 028 9054 6645 
 
E-mail: 
ehsinfo@doeni.gov.uk 
 
Website: 
www.ehsni.gov.uk 



30 

 
What is Exploris? 
 
Exploris, Northern Irelands’ Aquarium, is ideally sited on 
the shores of a marine nature reserve and Area of Special 
Scientific Interest – Strangford Lough.   
 
A visit to Exploris enables the visitors to view and learn about the 
marine species that are indigenous to Strangford Lough and the 
coastline of the island.  Marine communities are recreated to enable 
the visitor to gain a better understanding of the complex inter- 
relationships between different species. The Seal Sanctuary affords 
the visitor the opportunity to view the process of rehabilitation of 
rescued seal pups from their arrival through to full health when they 
are re-introduced to the wild. 
 
Education Activities 
 
Exploris is the perfect venue for an educational or group visit for all 
ages with various activities including: 
 
Discovery Pools 
 
A chance for your group to discover a variety of living animals at close 
hand. For example observe Rays, Starfish and Sea Urchins. Exploris 
Discovery Pools are run by experienced guides who help to break down 
inhibitions and develop an appreciation of nature. 
 
Aquarium Tour 
 
A guide leads your group on a journey through the aquarium starting 
with displays focusing on Strangford Lough, moving on to the Irish Sea 
via themed display tanks. Also learn about seal rehabilitation from the 
rescue of seals to their release back into the wild. 
 
Shore Walks 
 
Shore walks are available at certain times depending on the tides in Strangford Lough. These 
afford pupils the opportunity to learn about life on the shore. Educational staff accompany your 
group to a local rocky shore to study living things in their natural habitat. 
 
Winter Roadshow 
 
Bring the 'Exploris Mobile Rockpool' to your school this winter and enjoy an interactive display of 
underwater creatures without leaving the classroom! The Winter Roadshow runs between October 
and March, with prices varying according to the size of your school. Our Education Officer can 
tailor the programme for your school needs, providing themed talks pitched at Key Stages 1+2 
focusing on curriculum areas incorporating topics such as Conservation, Citizenship, Animal 
Habitats or Sea Creatures. 

EXPLORIS 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Science 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3, 4 and nursery 
 
Contact:  
Andy O’Neill 
Education Officer 
 
Address: 
Exploris 
The Ropewalk 
Castle Street 
Portaferry 
BT22 1NZ 
 
Tel: 028 4272 8062 
Fax: 028 4272 8396 
 
E-mail: 
andrew.oneill@ 
ards-council.gov.uk 
 
Website: 
www.exploris.org.uk 
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FIELD STUDIES COUNCIL DERRYGONNELLY  

Established in 1943, the FSC has become internationally respected for 
its national network of 17 education centres, international outreach 
training projects, research programmes, and information and 
publications service. We provide informative and enjoyable 
opportunities for people of all ages and abilities to discover, explore, 
be inspired by, and understand the natural environment. The FSC 
believes the more we know about the environment, the more we can 
appreciate its needs and protect its diversity and beauty for future 
generations. 
 
Courses and Facilities 
 
Derrygonnelly Field Centre is equipped with purpose built classrooms 
and residential facilities for up to 65 students.  We offer a range of 
courses from day visits to week long residential courses. 
 
The Centre has a range of habitats onsite including grassland, a small 
area of trees, a pond and the River Sillees which runs through the 
Centre grounds.  We use near-by field sites to study geography and 
biology including sand dunes and rocky shore ecology on the Donegal 
coast, river processes and ecology along the River Sillees and 
woodland studies beside Lower Lough Erne.  It is our aim to deliver 
curriculum based courses which comprehensively cover fieldwork 
requirements and increase students’ knowledge and understanding, as 
well as promote team spirit, enjoyment and respect for the 
countryside. 
 
The Centre is open all year round.  We offer a range of field courses to 
meet the needs of each visiting group.  All equipment and learning 
materials are provided and each course includes an introduction and 
follow-up session. Please feel free to contact a member of the 
education team to discuss a programme or for further information. 

FSC Derrygonnelly Centre lies in the unspoilt West Fermanagh 
countryside, 10 miles from Enniskillen and only 15 miles from the 
Donegal coast. The field centre opened in 2001 and has since been 
running courses for all age groups in biology and geography field work. 
The Field Studies Council (FSC) is a pioneering educational charity 
committed to bringing environmental understanding to all. 

Extra Information 
 
Wellies and waterproofs can be borrowed from the Centre.  The Centre has a games room and 
outdoor sports equipment as well as computer facilities which can be used by residential groups 
in their free time. 
 
Health and Safety 
 
Risk assessments are carried out for all sites and activities.  
All staff are first aid trained and a first aid kit is carried  
for activities. 
 

Costs and Booking 
 
Please contact the Centre to arrange costs and booking. 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Biology (Field Studies) 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3, GCSE, A-level, 
plus 3rd level courses 
and leisure courses, 
PGCE/NQT field studies 
weekends. 
 
Contact: 
The Education Team  
 
Address: 
Derrygonnelly FSC 
Creamery Street 
Derrygonnelly 
Co. Fermanagh 
BT93 6HW 
 
Tel: 028 6864 1673 
Fax: 028 6864 1771 
 
E-mail: 
enquiries.dg@ 
field-studies-council. 
org 
 
Website: 
www.field-studies-   
council.org/ 
derrygonnelly 
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Question: 
 
What relevance has a visit to a forest got to do with the: 
National Curriculum? 
Personal, Social and Health Education/Citizenship?  
Local/Global Issues? 
 

Answer: 
 
Come to a Forest Service workshop or book a visit to one of the 113 
forests where there will be Forest Service Guide to facilitate you in the 
development and enhancement of your students’ knowledge, 
understanding, values and attitudes of the forest environment within 
both a local and global context.  
 
No matter whether you teach Maths, Geography, Science, History, 
English, Politics, Religious Education, Foreign Languages, Music, Art 
and Design, or ICT; the forest environment will provide your students 
with an unequalled opportunity to be creatively inspired, gain 
problem-solving and/or practical skills in one or more subjects of the 
NI Curriculum, and at the same time obtain personal, interpersonal and 
communication skills. 
 
 NB: There is a forest within 10 miles of almost every school in 
Northern Ireland 
 
Forest Service Sustainable Forestry Education Programme 
 
A programme designed for students to work in small groups, both 
indoors and outdoors, to solve problems, question environmental 
management, and design a sustainable forest for the 21st century. 
 
Students can investigate the economic, environmental and social 
aspects of the management of a local forest either separately or in 
different combinations over one or more visits. 
 
Teachers notes are provided to enable detailed further study. 
 
Curriculum areas covered (including new revised): Geography, Biology, 
Economic awareness, Education for Sustainable Development, Local 
and Global Citizenship, Ecosystems, Mathematics (including Financial 
capability), Environment & Society, Mutual understanding, 
Investigating & Problem Solving. 
 
The programmes are linked to all four key stages of the curriculum and 
are endorsed by the Council for Curriculum Examinations and 
Assessment (CCEA) and the Western Education & Library Board (WELB) 
 

Remember - educational visits with a guide are FREE 
 
 

 

Curriculum Areas: 
Art & Design, English 
Foreign Languages 
Geography, History 
ICT, Maths, Music 
Politics, Science 
Religious Education 
 
Key Stages: 
All education levels 
 
Contact: 
North District 
Guide Centres:  
Portglenone, Glenariff 
 
Tel: 028 2955 6000 
E-mail: 
northed.forestservice@ 
dardni.gov.uk 
 
East District 
Guide Centres: Belvoir 
(Belfast), Castlewellan, 
Tollymore (Newcastle), 
Gosford (Markethill) 
 
Tel: 028 4377 8664 
E-mail: 
easted.forestservice@ 
dardni.gov.uk 
 
West District 
Guide Centres: Drum 
Manor, Parkanuar 
(Dungannon), Gortin 
(Omagh),  
Florencecourt,  
Knockmany (Augher) 
 
Tel: 028 6634 3019 
E-mail: 
wested.forestservice@ 
dardni.gov.uk 
 
Website: 
www.forestserviceni. 
gov.uk 

FOREST SERVICE 
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Groundwork is a federation of more than 4O not-for-profit Trusts in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland.  Groundwork NI focuses on 
delivering environmental improvements in areas of need throughout 
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 
 

Programmes 
 

Groundwork NI is working with over 2OO urban and rural communities 
across Northern Ireland and the border regions through 14 
environmental programmes.  A sample of these include: 
 

Changing Places Transforming Communities Network 
 

A cross border environmental network of over 1OO groups.  There are 
12 community groups benefiting from Groundwork NI technical 
assistance and capital funding for environmental projects.  Training 
and networking events are planned for the wider network in the 
coming year. 
 

Creating Common Ground 
 

Groundwork NI is a key partner in the Creating Common Ground 
Consortium and the five-year ‘Green Spaces and Sustainable 
Communities Programme’.  Operational since 2OO1, the programme is 
funded by the Big Lottery.  The Groundwork team gives technical 
assistance to all 4O estates involved and our Development Officers 
work with 14 of the community groups who have received assistance 
over the past five years. 
 

Feasibility Studies 
 

Applying the technical knowledge of the Groundwork NI Landscape and 
Project Development Teams, helping communities identify areas for 
potential environmental regeneration projects. 
 

Landscape Architect Services 
 

This includes sketch design and costing, 3-d design modelling, contract 
documentation, tendering and project implementation. 
 

Primary School Work 
 

Recent programmes of work have included: 
Waste of Space A waste management & school grounds improvement 
programme  
Designs on Waste A design & technology programme, with a focus on 
recycling & waste management.  
School Savers A programme funded by Barclays which involved 
improving the grounds of four schools in the Belfast and Newtownabbey 
area as well as raising awareness and understanding of environmental  
issues. 
 

Courses 
 

During 2OO6 Groundwork NI worked with Queen’s University to provide 
a module of training for their Masters course in Environmental 
Planning.  Practical examples of work and theory were complemented 
with site visits. 
 
Glenwood, West Belfast 
Young people playing on art markings on refurbished ‘Spinal Path’, 
which provide opportunities for play.  In background NIE electric box 
painted by young people of the local primary school – St. Kieran’s. 

Curriculum Areas: 
N/A 
 
Key Stages: 
N/A 
 
Contact: 
Caterina Goodman 
Communications Officer 
 
Address: 
63-75 Duncairn Gardens 
Belfast 
BT15 2GB 
 
 
Tel: 028 9074 9494 
Fax: 028 9075 2373 
 
E-Mail:  
caterinagoodman@ 
groundworkni.co.uk 
 
Website: 
www.groundworkni. 
org.uk 

GROUNDWORK NORTHERN IRELAND 
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INTERNATIONAL TREE FOUNDATION 

Curriculum Areas: 
Environment 
Geography 
Science 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact: 
Malcom Lake, Chairman 
 
Address: 
20 Birchwood 
Lisnamallard 
Omagh 
BT79 7RA 
 
Tel: 028 8224 6660 
 
E-mail: malcolmlake@ 
btinternet.com 
 
and 
 
Dr Sally Liya, Secretary 
 
Address: 
448 Merville Garden 
Village 
Newtownabbey 
BT37 9TX 
 
Tel: 028 9086 2571 
 
E-mail: SMLiya@ 
netscape.net 
 
Website: www. 
internationaltree 
foundation.org 

The Northern Ireland Branch of the International Tree Foundation (ITF, 
originating in the early 1920s in Africa as ‘The Men of the Trees’) was 
formed here in 1987. Its Founder, Richard St Barbe Baker, was a 
forester, employed by the colonial government in Kenya. He 
‘invented’ social forestry, by involving local people in ‘planting and 
protecting trees’. ‘Tree education’ is a major part of ITF's objectives. 

From the beginning, it was resolved to be involved with (mainly 
primary) schools, to educate children on the ‘functions and benefits’ 
of trees and to plant on their invariably bare sites. 

The same year, the animated film, ‘The man who planted trees’ was 
released. From the start, the Branch has used a video of this film and 
it obtained the permission of CBC to use it, in its activities. 

A work sheet has been developed depicting in cartoon form trees’ 
functions and benefits.  This work sheet is used in a ‘participative 
learning exercise’, with an ITF member stimulating the participation 
and explaining and recording the 12 functions and benefits on the 
blackboard. 

The visit also involves tree planting. Native whips, seedling trees 
about a meter tall and easily handled by small children, are used. 
They would typically be planted in groups, so that they grow together 
in close association and (along with advice from ITF) protect each 
other from mowers and strimmers. 
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The Irish Hare Initiative was formed in 2002 to make a tangible and 
practical contribution to the protection and conservation of our native 
Irish hare population. This mammal, which is unique to Ireland, 
survives in fragmented local populations and is faces the threat of 
extinction. This flagship initiative has received international 
recognition for its success in rehabilitating and releasing orphaned 
hares. We are pioneering techniques to reintroduce Irish hares to an 
area where the species became locally extinct almost two decades 
ago. 
 
At the centre of this initiative is a 56 acre wildlife reserve in the 
Sperrin area of County Tyrone. This traditional ladder farm is now 
being developed and managed on sustainable principles to support 
and enhance the local biodiversity.  We believe that this can only be 
achieved 'from the ground up'. No pesticides, herbicides, nitrates or 
slurry are used on the reserve and habitat management is carried out 
sympathetically with regard to the needs and welfare of the wildlife. 
The reserve now boasts a number of rare or protected species 
including breeding curlew, lizards, stoats, dragonflies and, of course, 
Irish hares. 
 
As a working wildlife rehabilitation centre, the reserve does not allow 
access to the general public. Our animals are cared for in the most 
natural environment possible with minimum contact with humans. 
This reduces stress and allows the development of natural behaviour 
essential for survival in the wild. Closed circuit television is used to 
monitor the condition and progress of the patients. For the same 
reason, wild animals in our care are never taken to events or put on 
public display. All our animals are released back to the wild in line 
with current best practice. 
 
Environmental education as an element of lifelong learning is central 
to our conservation strategy. Although we cannot host field visits, we 
do offer an outreach programme and curriculum support, especially 
for Key Stage 2. This is usually carried out in partnership with other 
organisations such as the Owenkillew Community Development 
Association. We place a great deal of emphasis on designing and 
delivering learning activities that engage and motivate young people 
as well as providing teachers and educators with structured 
programme support. 
 
Our reserve offers volunteering opportunities for adults 
and youth groups interested in supporting and 
contributing to our work. We actively promote skill 
sharing within the community as an element of personal 
and social development. Team building activities are 
supported and encouraged and a number of outdoor 
sports are available locally. Please contact us for more 
information. 
 
 
Affiliations 
British Wildlife Rehabilitation Council 
Wildlife Information Network 
 
 
 

IRISH HARE INITIATIVE 

Curriculum Areas: 
Please contact for  
details 
 
Key Stages:  
2 
 
Contact: 
Mike Rendle 
 
Address: 
Glenlark Nature Reserve 
Omagh 
Co. Tyrone 
BT79 8NU 
 
Tel: 08707 442285 
 
E-mail: 
hareline@btinternet.com 
mike@irishhare.org 
 
Website: 
www.irishhare.org 
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The Kilbroney Centre sits in 11 acres of land at the foot of Slieve 
Bane in the Mourne Mountains and has a diverse range of flora and 
fauna.  
 
The environmental education centre has been working on the site for 
25 years and is now managed by Alliance Youth Works, a youth work 
resource agency which works in alliance with a mixture of outdoor 
pursuits and environmental agencies to create a varied range of 
services on the Kilbroney site. Groups can also participate in the John 
Muir Award Scheme over a number of visits or on a residential. 
 
All programmes are fun, exciting and informative and have been 
created to cover a wide range of learning outcomes and 
environmental issues. 
 
The Kilbroney Centre is also available for:- 
Primary and Secondary Schools 
Fully catered or self– catering residentials and has 60 bed spaces. 
 
Teambuilding programmes and outdoor pursuits are available on 
request. The Kilbroney Centre can also offer Secondary school 
orientation and induction programmes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prices available on request 

KILBRONEY CENTRE 

Education Programmes 
 

Pond dipping 
Mini– beast and bug hunt 
Woodland walk 
Trees trail 
Orienteering 
Waste management 
Bird life studies 
Teddy bears’ picnic 

Subjects Covered 
 

Biodiversity 
Ecology 
Species identification and 
classification 
Habitats and ecosystems 
Fieldwork 
Conservation 

Curriculum Areas: 
Art and Design 
Geography 
Science 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2 and 3 
 
Seasons:  
All year round 
 
Contact:  
Alyn Jones 
 
Address: 
The Kilbroney Centre  
15 Kilbroney Road 
Rostrevor 
Co. Down 
BT43  
 
Tel: 028 4173 8401 
Fax: 028 4173 8293 
 
E-mail:  
alynjones@allianceyouth 
works.org.uk 
 
Website: 
www.allianceyouth 
works.org.uk 
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Activities at Killowen 
 
You will find us situated in idyllic surroundings, 2km from Rostrevor, on 
the northern shore of Carlingford Lough and the southern slope of the 
Mournes. We have a very modern, well equipped centre providing all 
specialist equipment and high standard, fully catered, residential 
accommodation for 48 students and up to 8 accompanying staff 
students in 2 and 4 berth rooms. Our instructors are qualified 
professionals who endeavour to ensure students enjoy their activities 
in the safest possible way 
 
Using the outdoors, we design adventurous residential experiences to 
deliver quality social, personal, and educational opportunities which 
will enhance and complement the development, awareness and 
environmental responsibility of young people and their leaders. We 
provide: full range of equipment; waterproof clothing and footwear; 
single day or short residential studies; 100% academic data collection 
and analysis to environmental discovery and fun activities. All staff are 
friendly, qualified and professional instructors and strict safety 
guidelines are operated to ensure students enjoy their activities in the 
safest possible way. 
 
Outdoor adventure activities comprise the majority of programmes 
delivered to schools and youth organisations throughout the year. 
Although 3-day, 4-day and weekend residentials for groups take up 
most of the calendar, we also run a residential summer scheme for 
young people who may or may not be part of a formal group.  
 
Field Studies 
 
Field Studies are a service we provide to schools, colleges and third 
level institutions. This traditional name now covers all aspects of 
environmental education including biology, geography, ecology, earth 
science and a mixture of all. Most groups attend for a single day 
although there are a limited number of field study residentials available  
each term. 
 
Mulitactivity 
 
Multiactivity courses are the mainstay of the residential visits to 
Killowen. These consist of an assortment of activities designed to 
provide a range of adventurous experiences to challenge any age group 
and ability range. They provide an excellent environment to enhance 
social and personal development of all participants. We also offer 
courses on Developing Skills and Leadership in outdoor activities.  

KILLOWEN OUTDOOR  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

Curriculum Areas:  
Environment 
Geography 
Science 
Environmental Studies 
Ecology 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact: 
Vincent McAlinden 
 
Address: 
Killowen Road   
Rostrevor    
Newry  
Co Down    
BT34 3AF 
 
Tel: 028 4173 8297 
Fax: 028 4173 8167  
 
E-mail: 
mcalinden@ 
hotmail.com or 
killowen@selb.org 
 
Website: 
www.selb.org/killowen 
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Educational and Interpretive Services 
 
Craigavon Borough Council offers a full environmental education 
programme as part of our Conservation and Heritage Department. Our 
education programme caters for students from primary to university 
level and covers issues relating to the environment of Lough Neagh and 
Oxford Island.  
 
All activities are facilitated by our knowledgeable and enthusiastic 
interpretive team based at Oxford Island National Nature Reserve with 
the aim of raising awareness and enjoyment of the local countryside 
and wildlife. Our activities include:  
 

• A full range of activities at any of Craigavon’s Parks or 
Tannaghmore Gardens Animal Farm. This includes an Eco Trail 
at Lurgan Park 

 
• Group visits for walks, talks and other activities by prior 

arrangements. 
 
• Double or split visits to Craigavon Museum based on site at 

Oxford Island or at Tannaghmore Gardens Barn Museum. 
 
 
Our emphasis is on seasonality, looking at the characteristics of the 
various habitats at specific times of the year. Many topics can be 
studied throughout the year, however others are best suited to 
particular seasons, when particular plants and animals can be seen.  
 
For an off-season alternative we offer an outreach programme with 
school visits on topics including woodland habitats and pollution and 
recycling. Outreach visits are developed with an in-season follow up 
visit to one of our sites. 
 
      
 
Key Stages 
 
Key Stage 1 & 2: Fresh water life, fresh water 
invertebrates, woodlands, minibeasts, birds and 
nature games. 
 
Key Stage 3 & 4: Lough Neagh ecosystems, habitats 
of Lough Neagh and Oxford Island, sampling 
techniques e.g. vegetation surveys, birds and map 
reading. 
 
Non school groups: As above plus scavenger hunt, 
nature games, crafts and boat trips. 

LOUGH NEAGH DISCOVERY CENTRE 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Science 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
plus non-school 
groups 
 
Contact: 
Colin McConaghie 
 
Address: 
Lough Neagh 
Discovery Centre 
Oxford Island   
National Nature 
Reserve 
Annaloiste Road 
Craigavon  
BT66 6NJ 
 
Tel: 028 3832 2205 
Fax: 028 3834 7438  
 
E-mail: 
colin.mcconaghie@ 
craigavon.gov.uk 
 
Website: 
www.oxfordisland. 
com 
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Riverwatch  
 

Riverwatch is the Loughs Agency’s Interpretive Centre located on the 
banks of the Foyle.  It is a unique educational resource and tourist 
attraction available FREE to schools.  Its aim is to ensure the 
environmental survival and maintain the economic benefits of the Foyle 
and Carlingford waterways through increasing the level of knowledge of 
those directly and indirectly using its resources. 
 

Visitor Centre 
 

Pupils can come and experience the wonder of nature at the 
Riverwatch.  They will learn about the local environment through 
wonderful displays and fantastic local video footage. A range of stories 
are told using local images from the Foyle and Carlingford area, 
including the amazing life cycle of the salmon, angling, shellfish, 
habitats, protection, conservation, water quality and commercial 
fishing.   
 

Aquarium 
 

The Riverwatch mini aquarium gives visitors an extraordinary window to 
a fascinating underworld.  Pupils can watch some local species of fish 
and shellfish such as salmon, trout, artic char, starfish, crabs, pipe fish 
and lots more move, feed and interact. 
 

Outreach 
 

As well as the visitor centre, we offer a variety of outreach 
programmes. Our most popular is the ‘Salmon in the Classroom’.  
During February and March a small hatchery system and 100 eggs are 
delivered to the school for the pupils to care for and nurture.  They can 
see them hatch and develop into fish before releasing them into a local 
stream.  A full education and resource pack supports this programme.  
Another popular programme is ‘Vital Signs’ were pupils undertake a 
river survey and record images and data on handheld computers which 
are uploaded to a website www.vitalsignsireland.org.  River clean ups, 
art projects, school talks, beach walks and other bespoke programmes 
can be organised to meet the needs of the group.  Please look at our 
website for up-date information on programmes and availability.   
 

Subjects covered 
 

Habitats and ecosystems, biodiversity, species identification and 
classification, pollution, conservation, protection, enhancement, field 
work, rivers, life cycles, weather, observing and recording, IT, food 
chains, etc. 

LOUGHS AGENCY 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Science 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact: 
Peter O’Donnell 
Gillian Simpson 
 
Address: 
Riverwatch 
22 Victoria Road 
Prehen 
Co. L’Derry 
 
Tel: 028 7134 2100 
Fax: 028 7134 2100 
 
E-mail: 
riverwatch@ 
loughs-agency.org 
 
Website: 
www. 
loughs-agency.org 
www.vitalsigns 
ireland.org 

Come experience the wonder of nature! 
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 MAGILLIGAN FIELD CENTRE 
 
Magilligan Field Centre is located in one of the most varied and 
unspoilt parts of the coast of Northern Ireland. The immediate area 
includes contrasts between upland environments with streams and 
forestry on the basalt escarpment and a coastal lowland with 
extensive sand dunes and mud flats.  The Centre enjoys access to high 
quality habitats including National Nature Reserves. We are within 
comfortable driving distance of the North Antrim coast, and the 
Sperrin Mountains and a regular ferry service from Magilligan Point and 
Ballycastle provide us with easy access to the Inishowen Peninsula of 
Co. Donegal and Rathlin Island. 
 

Courses  – from Early Years to Post Graduate! 
 

Magilligan Field Centre offers environment-based field courses linked 
to the National Curriculum and examination board syllabi. Whilst 
science and geography form the primary focus other areas include art, 
history and maths. Courses also seek to incorporate opportunities for 
developing key skills; Communication, Application of Number, 
Information Technology and the wider skills: Working with Others, 
Improving own Learning and Performance and Problem Solving  
 

MFC offers residential and day visit courses to meet a variety of 
subject needs across the key stages; foundation, Key Stages 1, 2, 3 & 4  
and post 16. Courses have also been run at the Centre for graduate 
and postgraduate Education students as well as Open University 
students. Schools may choose from a range of course topics. 
Alternatively, courses may be tailor made to meet particular needs on 
request.  Courses are constantly being revised and updated in line 
with changing curricula and syllabi requirements. 
 

Early years and KS1 & 2:  
Pond dipping, minibeast hunts, rocky shore investigation, beach 
combing woodland studies, art and ICT follow up work. 
 

KS3, KS4 and post 16: 
Ecosystem studies (sand dune, woodland or bog), beach processes, land 
use studies, rivers, rocky shore, freshwater ecology, urban studies 
 

Facilities 
 

Magilligan Field Centre provides excellent facilities for outdoor-based learning including 
waterproof and protective clothing for students and staff as well as a wide range of appropriate 
fieldwork equipment from measuring tapes to data loggers.  There are three classrooms to cater 
for groups using the Centre. These are used for preparatory work prior to embarking on any field 
excursion and for follow up work, often using the Centre’s laboratory equipment. A computer suite 
is also available facilitating the incorporation of ICT within courses. 
 
Qualified teaching staff have a wide experience and knowledge of the local environment, and are 
available to accompany all groups. Residential groups enjoy excellent catering, comfortable 
ensuite accommodation for visiting staff and 32 bunk beds for students. A member of staff remains 
onsite as a Duty Instructor. In 2003 Magilligan Field Centre became the first recipient in Northern 
Ireland of the Eco-Centres Award. This was awarded in recognition of the 
efforts being made by staff to manage and operate the Centre as a model of 
environmentally sustainable practices. The Centre aims to minimise its impact 
upon the environment and to promote an awareness amongst its users of the 
issues of environmental sustainability.  This is done through serving as a model 
of good practice, through courses firmly rooted in education for sustainable 
development run by the Centre and via the MFC website. 
 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Science 
ICT 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
post 16, and post 
graduate 
 
Contact: 
Liz Wallace 
 
Address: 
Magilligan Field Centre 
375 Seacoast Rd 
Limavady, 
BT49 0LF 
 
Tel: 028 7775 0234 
 
E-mail: 
liz_wallace@welbni.org  
 
Website:  
www.welb-cass.org/mfc 
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MARBLE ARCH CAVES 
Education at Marble Arch Caves 
 
Marble Arch Caves European Geopark is one of 25 European Geoparks and 
it is the only one in Northern Ireland.  It includes 2000 hectares of 
Cuilcagh Mountain Park as well as Marble Arch Caves.  With recent 
changes in subject specifications, Marble Arch Caves European Geopark 
has had an increase in school visits from both primary and secondary 
schools.  There are numerous fieldwork opportunities for all ages and 
fieldwork prices are discounted when booked along with cave tours. 
 
Education Activities 
Cave Tours 
Woodland Walks 
Mini-Beast Hunts 
Vegetation Studies 
Limestone Trails 
Tourism Presentations 
European Geopark Presentations 
 
Subjects Covered 
My Environment 
Our World 
Processes and Challenges 
Ecosystems 
Vegetation Comparisons 
Sustainable Tourism 
 
A Few Examples 
 
Key Stage 1 
A nature walk in the Claddagh Glen comparing the local habitat with 
other habitats.  Go for a hop through the trees like Suzie the squirrel. 
 
Key Stage 2 
Go for an adventure as a Woodland Warden and stop off for a mini-beast 
hunt. 
 
Key Stage 4 
A limestone trail on the lower slopes of Cuilcagh Mountain looking at 
patterns and processes including shakeholes and limestone pavement. ‘In 
the field’ discussions and questions about the peatland ecosystem as well 
as tourism.  Workbooks provided. 
 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Science 
Geology 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
A level, Junior Cert, 
Leaving Cert, and 
University 
 
Contact: 
Lisa McManus 
Education Officer 
 
Address: 
Marlbank 
Florencecourt 
Co. Fermanagh 
BT92 1EW 
 
Season: 
March-September 
 
Tel:  028 6634 8855  
Fax: 028 6634 8928  
 
E-mail:  
mac@fermanagh. 
gov.uk 
 
Website: www. 
marblearchcaves.net  
and  
www. 
fermanagh.gov.uk   
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 MOURNE HERITAGE TRUST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mourne area of outstanding natural beauty covers 57,000 hectares in 
South Down.  One of Northern Ireland’s best known landscapes, the 
Mountains of Mourne were first designated as an AONB in 1966. 
   
The area provides a wide range of sites for environmental education, 
from heathland habitats, native oak woodland and plantation forests, to 
coastal sand dunes and various small rivers.  These sites have been 
recognised for their conservation importance with designations such as 
National Nature Reserve, ASSI and Special Area for Conservation. 
 
The Mourne Heritage Trust was established in 1997 to provide for the 
management of the AONB.  The Trust may have the capacity to facilitate 
a small number of environmental education activities for educational and 
community groups on an ad hoc basis. 
 
The Trust has a Tree Nursery at the Silent Valley, Kilkeel where various 
volunteer and community groups work.  The Trust can also advise and 
help facilitate visits to other sites in the Mourne area. 
 
The Trust can also supply worksheets on Natural and Cultural Heritage for 
Key Stages 1 and 2 these cover seven key themes about the Mourne 
Area.  The Themes are, 
 
Mountains of Mourne,                      
Evidence of the Past,  
Food from the Mournes,                   
Living in the Mournes,  
Biodiversity,                                    
Mourne Coast,  
The Mournes a Place to Visit 
  
In addition the Trust has a series of fact sheets about the Mourne area suitable for secondary level 
pupils. 
 
The Mourne AONB also has several outdoor education centres including Tollymore Mountain Centre, 
Ardnabannon OEC, Shannaghmore OEC, Killowen OEC and Greenhill YMCA. 
 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Science 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Seasons: 
Year Round 
 
Contacts: 
Biodiversity Officer 
E-Mail: biodiversity-
officer@mourne.co.uk 
Tel: 028 4176 9221 
 
Area Ranger 
E-mail: 
ranger@mourne.co.uk 
Tel: 028 4176 9825 
 
MHT Office 
E-mail: 
mht@mourne.co.uk 
Tel: 028 4372 4059 
 
Address: 
87 Central Promenade  
Newcastle 
BT33 0HH 
 
E-mail:  
mht@mourne.co.uk 
 
Website: 
www.mournelive.com 
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Currently the North West Institute is involved in developing a number of 
environmental projects in local areas, as well as providing courses and 
guidance on environmental issues. 
 
Projects 
 
Community Recycling 
We are currently carrying out a research project which aims to research 
and develop suitable structures through which the community sector can 
provide recycling and waste management initiatives in partnership with 
local councils.  An underlying aim of the project is to provide suitable 
training and employment opportunities for local unemployed people.  We 
have developed a short course (12 weeks) to introduce ideas and 
concepts inherent in community recycling schemes.   
 
Ecological Footprints 
Presently we are developing a suitable educational package to introduce 
the concept of ‘Ecological Footprints’.  To date, we have produced a 
short presentation and quiz which we have piloted in local secondary 
schools and local environmental groups.  In the future we would like to 
develop an information pack that could be distributed to teachers to 
enable them to develop their environmental education in the classroom. 
 
Renewable Energy Technologies 
The Institute is in the process of installing small scale solar water panels 
and photovoltaic panels. These will act as demonstration units and could 
be used for school visits. The Institute will run a renewable energy 
installers training programme in October 2006. 
 
Courses 
 
HND Environmental Science 
HND Environmental Science is a new course that will be introduced to 
the institute for commencement in September 2006.  The programme is 
designed to provide an educational foundation for a range of 
administrative, managerial and scientific careers in environmental 
science and environmental management.  The core units in the course 
include; earth materials processes, principles of ecology, environmental 
and analytical chemistry, and scientific methods. 
 
Waste Management 
The Institute has been established as the Waste Management Training 
and Advisory Board (WAMITAB) Northern Ireland Centre.  Through its role 
as a regional centre it provides NVQ assessment level 1 to 4 for waste 
management facility operators.  Its also provides short courses in 
particular aspects of waste management operations and legislation. 

NORTH WEST INSTITUTE OF FURTHER AND 
HIGHER EDUCATION 

Curriculum Areas: 
Environment 
Science 
Waste Management 
 
Key Stages: 
HND and NVQ  
 
Contact: 
Francine Moran 
 
Address: 
North West Institute 
of F & H E 
Strand Road 
Londonderry 
BT48 7AL 
 
Tel: 028 7127 6032 
 
E-mail: 
fracine.moran@ 
nwifhe.ac.uk 
 
Website: 
www.nwifhe.ac.uk 
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 ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THE  
   PROTECTION OF BIRDS 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Science 
Language 
Maths 
PSHE 
Citizenship 
 
Key Stages: 
Pre-school,  
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact: 
Catherine Gleave 
Education Officer 
 
Address: 
RSPB 
Northern Ireland 
Headquarters 
Belvoir Park  
Forest 
Belfast 
BT7 8QT 
 
Tel: 028 9049 1547 
Fax: 028 9049 1669 
 
E-mail: 
rspb.nireland@ 
rspb.org.uk 
 
Website: 
www.rspb.org. 
uk/nireland/ 

 
The RSPB is the UK charity working to secure a  
healthy environment for birds and other wildlife,  
helping to create a better world for us all. 
 
The RSPB has a wealth of experience in providing curriculum-linked 
environmental education programmes.  In Northern Ireland, supported by 
Environment and Heritage Service through the Natural Heritage Grants 
Programme, RSPB offers an extensive range of fun, interactive, learning 
experiences, specially designed for specific ages.  Programmes raise 
awareness and develop an understanding of, and commitment to, the 
environment.  All our activities are supported by a range of resources and 
web-based information. 
 
Pre-school 
 
Garden and Ocean Storymats 
Designed specially for pre-school children, the storymats unfold to reveal 
the wonderful world of a garden and of the ocean.  With singing birds and 
croaking frogs, penguins and polar bears, the storymats will capture the 
imagination of your young audience.  Through interactive play, the stories 
teach simple messages about how to help garden and marine birds and 
wildlife.  Fully trained and registered RSPB volunteers will visit your group 
by arrangement to deliver these innovative one-hour programmes. 
 
A minimum donation of £15 per session to cover volunteer expenses would 
be gratefully appreciated. 
 
Primary Schools 
 
Outdoor Education Programmes 
We run KS1 and KS2 curriculum linked field-teaching programmes at a 
number of sites, offering a range of habitats.  Our programmes provide a 
basic introduction to birds and the wonder of the environment through our 
KS1 ‘First Nature’ sensory programme.  ‘Second Nature’ offers a more in-
depth study of habitats and adaptation involving lots of hands-on 
investigation. 
 
In partnership with CAFRE (College of Agriculture Food and Rural 
Enterprise) RSPB  offers the above FREE programmes for schools at: 
Greenmount Campus Antrim, Enniskillen College and Necarne Castle, 
Irvinestown. Programmes specially designed to explore specific habitats 
are available at: Portmore Lough RSPB Reserve Aghalee, and Belfast Lough 
RSPB Reserve, Harbour Estate, Belfast.   
 
These programmes are by arrangement and a charge is applicable. 
 
 

The world of the garden 
with vegetables, pond 
and wildlife!  
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Special Needs Groups 
 
“SEEK” (Sensory Exploration and Exercise Kit) is a resource designed with the help of four local 
special schools to be used on a wheelchair-friendly trail at our Portmore Lough Reserve.   “SEEK” 
encourages children with different needs to access learning about wildlife and conservation issues 
through visual, practical activities whilst exploring and exercising outdoors.   
 
The structured activity stations, at regular intervals along a walk, provide welcome breaks helping 
to engage children with low attention spans.  At these stations, children find out more about 
flight, water, habitats, alternative energy and our senses. “SEEK” was designed to bring children 
outdoors onto RSPB nature reserves, but can be adapted to school grounds or indoors. 
 
Transport difficulties? 
For schools and groups unable to travel to our sites, why not let us come to you?  We can adapt our 
programmes for delivery in your classroom or school grounds. 
 
Secondary Schools 
 
Special Places Project 
RSPB offers a one-hour workshop to raise awareness of  “Areas of Special Scientific 
Interest” (ASSIs) in Northern Ireland.  The workshop takes the form of a team challenge  and aims 
to extend students’ knowledge of what ASSIs are and how they are designated.  Students develop a 
case-study about a local ASSI, raising awareness about it in their school, local community and with 
their local representatives and MLA. 
 
Field Visits 
In partnership with CAFRE, RSPB offers free KS3 and KS4 curriculum-linked programmes at 
Greenmount College in Antrim. 
 
School and Community Youth Groups  
 
RSPB offers fun, interactive programmes to a wide range of groups of all ages, including youth 
organisations, church groups, after schools clubs and community groups.  Trained staff and 
volunteers are available to come and work with your group, perhaps setting up a feeding station or 
making nestboxes.  A small charge will be applicable. 
 
Wildlife Action Awards 
Help wildlife and have fun with Wildlife Action Awards! 
There are three award categories: bronze, silver and gold.  To achieve an award, individuals or 
youth groups engage in activities from four different sections, all designed to help wildlife and 
promote action for the environment.  Check the website for details of how to take part: 
www.rspb.org.uk 
  
Climate Change Action Awards 
If you enjoyed taking part in the Wildlife Action Awards and  want to do your bit to reduce the 
effects of climate change, enquire about our Climate Change Action Packs. 
 
RSPB Wildlife Explorers Clubs  
RSPB Wildlife Explorers offers a complete package of materials to help you start and run a wildlife 
club in your school or community, from fun ideas to inspire children about the environment to 
advice on the practicalities of running a group. 
 
Big Schools’ Birdwatch 
The Big Schools' Birdwatch is a simple birdwatching activity that connects children with the colour 
and life - birdlife - outside the classroom windows. The activity works with groups of children 
across a wide age range. It's fun and a good way for children to learn about wildlife while helping 
you deliver the curriculum. You don't have to know about birds, our web pages provide details 
about all of the  common birds you might see, as well as giving you information and ideas about 
how to make your Birdwatch a flying success! 
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The Education Programme at the Saint Patrick Centre is a broad, 
Community Relations based programme for school groups of all ages, 
abilities and sizes and for community groups from all backgrounds, 
interests and persuasions. 
 
We can tailor a visit to suit your needs. Generally a school visit lasts 
for 2½ hours unless you are coming a long distance to reach us in which 
case you may need to get away a little sooner to reach that bus home! 
 
A visit to the Centre includes definite activities, and then optional 
activities that you can choose. 
 
Our definite activities are: 
 
Exhibition Trail – Our exhibition trail helps guide you through our 
interactive exhibition that tells the story of the life of St. Patrick. 
Using the very latest in audio visual technology as well as bold 
graphics, sculptures and fabulous artwork, your group can relive the 
story of Patrick as told in his own words. At the end of the exhibition 
trail indulge in our specially commissioned computer programmes, or 
try your hand at brass rubbing. For the more practically minded we 
also have our building bricks challenge. 
 
Virtual Helicopter Ride – Journey all the way round Ireland on our 
magnificent 5-screen Flying experience. This unique experience follows 
the legacy of St. Patrick from the past to the present. Fasten your 
seatbelt! 
 
St. Patrick’s Grave – The Centre is beautifully situated beneath Down 
Cathedral and therefore the traditional burial place of Patrick is only a 
5 minute walk away.  
 
 
Optional Workshop Activities: 

SAINT PATRICK CENTRE 

Curriculum Areas: 
History 
Geography 
Religious Studies 
 
Key Stages: 
1,2 and 3 
 
Contact: 
Stuart Leathem 
 
Address: 
36a Market Street 
Downpatrick 
BT306LZ 
 
Tel: 028 4461 9000 
 
E-mail: 
education@ 
saintpatrickcentre.com 
 
Website: 
www.saintpatrick 
centre.com 

 
The optional activities take place in our large Education Room, which is also a perfect setting to 
leave all those unwanted bags and coats, as well as eating your snack and lunch. 
 
Drama Workshop – Our Drama workshop is far and away the most popular activity offered as a 
workshop. Using traditional (and sometimes ridiculous) costumes pupils get the chance to act out 
St. Patrick’s story, having a great laugh at themselves in the process!  
 
Scriptorium – For the more discerning group we offer a class in traditional quill writing. Our 
Education Room suddenly becomes a haven for medieval monks practicing their lettering with 
beautiful metallic ink. 
 
Community Relations Discovery Dig – Dive into our big sandpit and find buried many different 
artefacts designed to promote discussion about the Cross Community example set by St. Patrick 
and the lessons we can learn from his story. A great opportunity to learn about our shared history. 
 
GCSE/AS/A2 Tutorials – Towards exam time our tutorials have proven to be of great use to classes 
and teachers. A different environment for revision with the facts told through our wonderful 
technology. 
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Let our programme come to you first? 

 
At the Saint Patrick Centre we believe in making the first move, so why not get in touch with us 
about one of our classroom workshops? 
 
Our Education Officer, Stuart Leathem, is available to come to your school and deliver a 45 minute 
lesson on St Patrick for FREE! 
 
These workshops have gone down a treat in primary, secondary and special schools and we are 
always more than willing to travel to your school and deliver these workshops. 
 
Book a visit to the Centre or a school workshop by contacting the Education Officer at  
education@saintpatrickcentre.com or calling 028 4461 9000. 
 
CR Educational Day - £3.25 per pupil, staff go free! 
School Workshop – FREE (although a cup of tea always goes down well!) 
 
We also deliver workshops at Teacher Training Courses throughout the country about the Cross 
Community Value of Ireland’s Patron Saint and present resources that can be used by teachers in 
the delivery of this topic. 
 
 
The Community Group St Patrick’s Country Option 
 
No matter what the purpose of your group, come and spend a day with us exploring all the places 
relevant to Patrick. Come to the Centre and have a bite to eat, then step aboard our Virtual 
Helicopter ride and travel to all the places in Ireland that Patrick visited during his lifetime. Then 
we’ll jump into the bus and go to the spectacular healing wells at Struell. After this we show you 
the very first church in Ireland at Saul and then make our way back to St Patrick’s grave and the 
stunning Down Cathedral. This is a day of great craic and a chance to explore our shared history 
through the eyes of Patrick. 
 
This option costs £5 per head. We can provide a lunch for an additional £4.95 per head if you 
would like it! Alternatively you can just order off our restaurant menu and pay separately. 
 
If you would like to incorporate a classroom workshop into your day at no extra cost just give us a 
shout. Many groups find it important to finish the day with discussion in our Education Room. It 
gives members ample opportunity to ask questions about anything they had witnessed earlier in 
the day and also discuss the value of the example set by Patrick. Our aim is to show the equality 
brought about by Patrick that has been missed by some sections of our community today.  
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What does Speedwell do? 
 
We bring children together from all communities within Northern Ireland 
and the Border Counties to explore their shared environment and have an 
opportunity to forge friendships.  We encourage children to respect 
themselves, each other and the world they share.   
 
 
What programmes does Speedwell offer? 
 
We deliver 27 cross community environmental and community relations 
education programmes to 3-11 year olds at Parkanaur Forest Park, 
Dungannon, Co Tyrone. The programmes available are designed to meet 
the needs of the Revised Northern Ireland Primary Curriculum. 
  
Environmental Programmes   Community Relations Programmes 
 
Pre School/Nursery        Foundation/Key Stage 1   
Spring Growing Together      What is a Friend?  
Nursery Minibeasts       All People Matter  
Forest Adventure        Basic Diversity  
Autumn Patterns        Christmas Fun  
         Basic Interdependence 
 
Foundation & Key Stage 1       Key Stage 2  
Looking After Our World       Knowing Me Knowing You  
Autumn in the Forest       Sharing Space  
Exploring Weather        Orienteering  
Spring in the Forest       Christian Diversity    
Minibeasts 
Birds 
Wildlife 
 
Key Stage 2 
Caring For Our Birds 
Living Creatures 
Wildflowers   
Weather Watch 
Managing Our Waste 
Electricity & Energy  
Food Chains  
 
 
Speedwell promotes inclusion for all children and has a selection of 
unique programmes devised for children with learning difficulties. 
Speedwell’s Secret Garden offers all kinds of delights for children with 
special sensory, mobility and educational needs. 

SPEEDWELL TRUST 

Curriculum Areas: 
Art and Design 
English 
Geography 
History 
Natural History 
Maths 
Science 
 
Key Stages: 
1 and 2 
 
Contact:  
Eamon McClean 
 
Address: 
Speedwell Trust 
Parkanaur 
Forest Park 
Dungannon 
Co. Tyrone 
BT70 3AA 
 
Tel: 028 8776 7392  
Fax: 028 8776 1794 
 
E-mail:   
eamon@ 
speedwell-trust.com 
 
speedwell.trust@ 
btinternet.com 
 
Website: 
www. 
speedwell-trust.com 
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 A Walk on the Wild Side 
 
The T.A.C.T Wildlife Centre is open for school visits throughout the year. 
A variety of activities can be arranged, from a guided tour and talk on the 
animals at the Centre to more specific projects incorporating topics of 
interest.  
 
T.A.C.T provides a visual and real experience in contact with animals. This 
brings understanding and awareness of local wildlife. 
 
At any one time there are approximately 350 resident creatures living at 
the Centre. These long term residents become ambassadors for their 
species and may be used as resources to teach adults and children of all 
ages and abilities about wildlife, conservation, the need to promote and 
protect the environment and make the school curriculum come alive in a 
unique way. 
  
T.A.C.T. is available to visit schools right across the country at all times of 
the school year. 
 
Off site resources include: 
• Live animals such as rabbits, hedgehogs, kestrels, owls and foxes 
• Powerpoint presentations covering a range of environmental themes 
• Taxidermy 
• Birds eggs, and nests 
• Invertebrates 
 
Or bring a group to the Centre to see at first hand the work carried out 
there and meet some of the residents at close quarters. 
 
On site resources include: 
• Live birds and mammals such as swans, gulls, gannets,  
• birds of prey, geese, foxes, hedgehogs and many other species 
• A range of taxidermy, eggs, nests, and invertebrates 
• Quizzes, treasure hunts and other project work   
 
Education packs are included in the visit. These packs contain information 
relevant to the various Key Stages. However, these can be amended to 
suit your specific subject e.g. Hibernation, Adaptation, Classification, 
Woodland Species etc. 
   

 
 

‘Bernice’ the Barn Owl          
      
 

          School trip to T.A.C.T Centre 
 
                              

Curriculum Areas: 
Ecology 
Biology 
Art and Design 
Economics 
English 
Geography 
History 
Information 
Technology 
Maths 
Modern Languages 
Politics 
Religious Education 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact: 
Debbie Nelson,  
Education Work 
Leader 
 
Address: 
2 Crumlin Road, 
Crumlin 
Co. Antrim 
BT29 4AD 
 
Tel: 028 9445 9739 
 
E-mail: 
debbie_tacteducatio@    
yahoo.co.uk 
 
tactwildlife@ 
btinternet.com 
 
Website: 
www.tactwildlife 
centre.org.uk 

TALNOTRY AVIAN CARE TRUST 
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THE NATIONAL TRUST 
The National Trust is an independent environmental and conservation 
charity founded in 1895 to preserve places of historic interest and natural 
beauty for ever, for everyone. The Trust is supported in Northern Ireland 
by some 45,000 members.  

 
The National Trust has been active in the protection of our natural, built 
and cultural heritage in Northern Ireland since 1936; this has been 
achieved through acquisition and ownership, through the provision and 
promotion of public access, and increasingly through partnerships with 
others. 
 
The Trust’s cross-community education programme provides lively, 
interactive and fun school visits, based on the curriculum, for over 35,000 
children each year.  The quality of our education programmes has been 
recognised by Sandford Awards from the Heritage Education Trust.  
 
A range of Education programmes are offered at the following properties, 
each of which has a dedicated Education Officer:  
 
The Argory 

A fascinating Victorian and Edwardian house and estate near Moy, 
Dungannon. 

 
Castle Ward 

A wonderful 18th century mansion set in a parkland overlooking 
Strangford Lough near Strangford. 

 
Mount Stewart 

Fascinating house and one of the finest gardens in Ireland, on the 
shores of Strangford Lough near Newtownards. 

 
Springhill House and Costume Collection 

Described as ‘one of the prettiest houses in Ulster’, Springhill 
near Moneymore was home to 10 generations of one family, and 
contains fascinating artefacts spanning 300 years of history. 

 
Florence Court 

The family home of the Earls of Enniskillen, Florence Court is set in 
stunning parkland and woodland nestling below the Cuilcagh 
Mountains in Co. Fermanagh. 

 
North Coast 

The National Trust owns and cares for a range of stunning properties along the North 
Coast, including the Giant’s Causeway, Carrick-a-Rede, Downhill, Portstewart Strand and 
Hezlett House. 

 
Programmes offered across the properties include a range of coastal and countryside guardianship 
schemes, living history based on life ‘upstairs and downstairs’ in Victorian times, World War II, 
Plantation times, Colours of our World, and seasonal programmes including a Hallowe’en 
‘Applefest’ and Victorian Christmas Craft workshops.  
 
Schools involved in the Schools Community Relations Programme are particularly welcome.  Free 
preliminary visits are available for teachers if required.   
 
 
 

Curriculum Areas: 
History 
Geography 
Environment 
Science and 
Technology 
Art 
Literacy 
 
Contact: 
Regional Learning  
Manager 
 
Address: 
The National Trust 
Rowallane 
Saintfield 
Ballynahinch 
Co. Down 
BT24 7LH  
 
Tel: 028 9751 2356 
Fax: 028 9751 1242 
 
E-mail: enquiries@ 
nationaltrust.org.uk 
 
Website: 
www.nationaltrust. 
org.uk or 
www.nationaltrust. 
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ULSTER AMERICAN FOLK PARK 
The Ulster American Folk Park is an outdoor museum which tells the story 
of life in Ireland and America in the 18th and 19th centuries, brought 
together by the experience of emigration. Costumed guides help school 
groups to explore Irish and American exhibit buildings, many of which are 
original buildings, relocated at the Park. Students can also join in 
traditional workshops such as woodcraft, corn dolly making,  
spinning and find out about traditional crops and foodstuffs. 
 
The programmes are suitable for students at all stages of their education, 
from lower primary to upper secondary. (Year 1-Year 14 ). Modifications 
of approach and content will of course be made as appropriate. 
 
Outdoor Environmental Education Programme 
 
The Folk Park is set in approximately 80 acres of grass and natural 
woodlands and is thus particularly well suited for environmental 
education activities. As well as general tours with an emphasis on 
environmental education, we  offer two specific programmes: 
 
 1. The ‘Living Lightly’ environmental trail is designed to encourage 
pupils to explore the natural environment of the Folk Park and raise 
issues relating to sustainable development. 
 
Children follow the trail in groups guided by trained and costumed staff. 
They are encouraged to discuss environmental issues as they arise on the 
course of the trail.  Topics covered include: 
• Birds and animals of Ireland; the extent of their habitat in the past    

compared with the present 
• The different types of lichen growing within the Folk Park and its use 

as an indicator of air purity 
• Investigation of the peatland habitat 
• Native Irish and American  tree species and investigation of the 

woodland habitat 
• Medicinal use of plants. 
 
2. ‘Going Wild’ is a workshop activity where participants explore the uses 
of naturally occurring flora , e.g. heather, nettles, gorse, rushes, wild 
fruit, etc. The activities undertaken vary with the seasons. 
 
The outdoor programmes are suitable for students at all stages of their 
education, from lower primary to upper secondary. (Year 1-Year 14). 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
History 
Science 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact: 
Education Officer:  
Evelyn Cardwell,  
Assistant Education 
Officer: John Bradley    
Education Secretary:       
Breege O’Sullivan 
 
Address: 
2 Mellon Road, 
Castletown, 
Omagh 
BT 78 5QY 
 
Tel: 028 8225 6320 
(education enquiries) 
028 8224 3292  
(general enquiries) 
 
E-mail: 
uafp.education@ 
magni.org.uk 
evelyn.cardwell@ 
magni.org.uk 
 
Website: 
www.folkpark.com 
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• Adventures in wool/flax at home 
• Ulster farmhouse cooking 
• Corn dolly making 
• Textiles in Ulster 
• Native American activities 
 

• Farm work 
• Basket weaving 
• Pioneer cooking 
• American woodcrafts 
 

Facilities 
 
Students may eat their packed lunches by arrangement in our large Assembly Room. There is also a 
café providing a range of snacks and drinks. 
 
Adjoining the Folk Park is the Western Education and Library Board’s Residential Centre, providing 
meals and overnight accommodation for up to 38 students. Additional accommodation is available 
in the neighbourhood. 

Indoor Environmental Education Programme 
 
The exhibit buildings provide opportunities to research life in the 18th and 19th centuries when 
people made more use of naturally occurring resources for construction, clothing and food. 
Schoolchildren may join workshops to explore these resources, such as: 
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Learning Opportunities 
 
A new state-of-the-art Learning Zone on the ground floor, gallery-based Discovery Centres and a 
new public performance area will provide students, researchers, family and community groups, 
artists and tourists with unprecedented access to the themes and treasures of the Ulster Museum. 
 
Website links 
 
www.ulstermuseum.org.uk 
 
Visit Habitas Online, the website of the Ulster Museum Sciences Division. 
www.habitas.org.uk 
 
Includes Centre for Environmental Data and Recording (CEDaR) 
  Updated Priority Species in Northern Ireland, Invasive Alien Species,  
  Lapwing and Yellowhammer 2005 survey 
  Botany – Flora of Northern Ireland 
  Geology – Rocks and Fossils of Northern Ireland 
                   Zoology – Dragonfly Ireland, Butterflies and Moths of NI 

Opening up the Ulster Museum is a major renewal project which 
will result in the revitalisation of a long-established national 
museum. Work on this familiar landmark, scheduled to begin 
towards the end of 2006, will not only radically transform the 
interior of the building, but will greatly enrich the museum 

ULSTER MUSEUM 

Curriculum Areas: 
Please contact the  
museum for details 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact: 
Fiona Baird 
Outreach Officer 
 
Address: 
Ulster Museum 
Botanic Gardens 
Belfast 
BT9 5AB 
 
Tel: 028 9038 3000 
Fax: 028 9038 3033 
 
E-mail: 
fiona.baird@ 
magni.org.uk 
 
Website: 
www.ulstermuseum. 
org.uk 
www.habitas.org.uk 

Innovative learning and outreach programmes, associated with dynamic 
new exhibitions and interactive displays, will make its diverse 
collections visually and emotionally stimulating and intellectually 
meaningful for visitors of all ages and background. 
 
New Galleries 
 
Central to the development is a series of new History and Sciences 
galleries presenting our natural heritage, human history, culture and 
way of life from the earliest times, using the latest techniques of 
interpretation and discovery to engage with, and challenge, our visitors. 
 
Visitors will enjoy direct access from the Central Courtyard to the Art, 
History and Science galleries and to a new sculpture court for the 
museum's important collection. 
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At Delamont Country Park, Co-Down 
Situated on the shores of Strangford Lough near Killyleagh, Delamont 
offers a unique combination of wildlife features on one site. This diverse 
site includes a heronry, a wide range of meadow and woodland plants, 
mature and newly planted woodland, and the chance to compare 
freshwater and marine habitats. Various programmes can be provided to 
meet the curriculum needs of schools (KS1-3). Examples include Mini-
beast hunts, Pond dipping and pond life, Shore-line studies, Tree and 
plant identification studies - which all help raise environmental awareness 
amongst young people in school groups, youth organisations and summer 
schemes.  
 
At Bog Meadows Nature Reserve, Belfast 
 
Bog Meadows Nature Reserve is a 50-acre safe haven for wildlife situated 
right in the heart of Belfast. Besides being the home to many bird and 
insect species, making it an excellent place to watch wildlife, this 
wetland site offers a range of education programmes for KS2 & 3. 
Education programmes include Mini-beast hunts, Pond dipping and pond 
life, Woodland studies, Wetland studies and Eco system studies. 
 
At Greenmount Campus of CAFRE, Antrim (Youth Groups) 
 
Ulster Wildlife Trust has teamed up with CAFRE’s (College of Agriculture, 
Food & Rural Enterprise) Greenmount Campus, Antrim to encourage 
community and youth groups to have a greater understanding of the role 
that farmers play in caring for the environment through fun, interactive 
farming and wildlife themed programmes. Spring/Summer programmes 
include Farming Freddy (3-7yr olds), Food for Thought (7-12yr olds), 
Making Space for Wildlife (7-12yr olds) and Wild Experience (12-18yr olds). 
Programmes are available all year round and are FREE of charge. Facilities 
for lunch available. Book directly with Greenmount – Tel. 028 9442 6705. 
 
Walk On The Wildside 
 
Walk on the Wildside is our outreach programme, where one of our 
education staff visits your school or group to deliver an environmental 
education programme tailored to your needs. Activities normally last 2 
hours and include all the equipment the school/group require for a 
successful and inspiring day. Programmes may include Biodiversity boxes 
building, Wildlife gardening, Bats workshop, Waste for wildlife workshop, 
Bees workshop, Environmental issues, Hibernation workshop, Rock shore 
rambles, and many others. All our education programmes are designed to 
meet your education needs and can be adapted and tailored to suit you.  
 
 
 

ULSTER WILDLIFE TRUST 

Curriculum Areas: 
English 
Geography 
Maths 
Science 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact: 
Cathy McCann, 
Education Manager 
 
Address: 
The Ulster Wildlife 
Trust 
3 New Line, 
Crossgar, 
Co Down, 
BT30 9EP 
 
Tel: 028 4483 0282 
Fax: 028 4483 0888 
 
E-mail: 
education officer  
@ulsterwildlife 
trust.org       
or  
cathy.mccann@ulster    
wildlifetrust.org 
 
Website: 
www.ulsterwildlife 
trust.org 

The Ulster Wildlife Trust is a locally driven conservation charity 
committed to a better future for  wildlife and habitats  across the country  
and in our seas. We do this through practical conservation, inspiring 
people of all ages take action for the local environment, and campaigning 
on behalf of wildlife UWT has over 6,000 members in Northern Ireland who 
provide vital support for its work. UWT is part of The Wildlife Trusts a 
partnership of 47 covering the whole of the UK. 
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WILDFOWL AND WETLANDS TRUST AT 
CASTLE ESPIE 

The Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (Castle Espie) is a voluntary 
organisation and aims to conserve wetlands and their biodiversity.  
WWT is very keen to teach children the importance of the environment 
and tries to ensure ‘life long learning’ by offering fun, exciting 
activities that children enjoy and remember. 
 
Activities offered by educators 
 
There are various activities offered by the educators from pond dipping 
to feeding the ducks, teaching about wildfowl, feathers in flight, 
biodiversity, wetlands, sustainability, migration and habitats. 
 
Education programmes  
 
1. Great pond safari aimed at Key Stage 2 includes pond dipping, 
sensory activities, dressing up as pond creatures and a certificate. 
Refer to www.wwtlearn.org.uk 
 
2. My great adventure (migration) aimed at Key Stage 2. These 
activities includes many activities and games related to migration. 
Refer to www.wwtlearn.org.uk 
 
3. Close encounters aimed at Key Stage 1 include a story about 5 
ducklings and sensory activities highlighting touch, smell, sight, 
listening and taste. Refer to www.wwtlearn.org.uk 
 
4. Community relations programme aimed at P3 and P4 (key stage one) 
which is a five day workshop including three days to Castle Espie and 
two school based activities co-ordinated by the education staff at 
Castle Espie. 
 
5. We can a tailored day at Castle Espie to suit the needs of the 
teachers including sustainability, feathers in flight and beaks and feet 
and plenty more. 

What subjects are covered? (i.e. Biodiversity) 
The subjects covered include English, Maths, Science, Biology, 
Chemistry, Geography, History, Art and Design  (The world around us) 
 
What Key Stages these activities are relevant to? 
We can cater for all Key Stages as there is a programme set out to suit 
all ages.   

Curriculum Areas: 
Art and Design 
Biology 
Chemistry 
English 
Geography 
History 
Maths 
Science 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact: 
Emma Meredith, 
Learning Manager 
 
Address: 
WWT Castle Espie 
Ballydrain Road 
Comber 
BT23 6EA 
 
Tel: 028 9187 4146 
 
E-mail: 
emma.meredith 
@wwt.org.uk 
 
Website: 
www.wwt.org.uk  
and for Education 
programmes 
www.wwtlearn.org.uk 
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Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Maths 
Science 
English 
 
Key Stages: 
1 and 2 
 
Contact:  
Brian Poots 
 
Address: 
Woodland Trust 
1 Dufferin Court 
Dufferin Avenue 
Bangor 
Co. Down 
BT20 3BX 
 
Tel: 028 9127 5787 
Fax: 028 9127 5942 
 
E-mail:  
education@ 
woodland-trust.org.uk 
 
Website: 
www. 
woodland-trust.org.uk 

WOODLAND TRUST 

Learning through the seasons 
 
The Woodland Trust is the UK’s leading woodland conservation charity. 
One of its key aims is to see more and more people enjoying trees and 
woods as part of their everyday lives. To support this, the Trust has 
developed a series of high quality educational resources and projects, 
most created in partnership with teachers and tested by children. 
 

The Woodland Trust’s website dedicated to teachers offers a range of 
online and offline curriculum-linked activities for use both in the 
classroom and outdoors. The site features four interactive, online 
resources for primary ages for use via a whiteboard to whole class or 
individually by pupils. An online resource to help lower secondary 
Geography students explore ESD issues is due at the end of 2006, 
including inspirational ways to deliver subjects plus ICT. 
www.wildaboutwoods.org.uk 
 

Nature Detectives equips children to identify plants and animals and 
enables them to record signs of seasonal change. Recording this 
information online, children contribute to a national database which 
helps build a picture of how climate change is affecting our 
environment. www.ukpn.org.uk 
 
Free Hedge and Copse packs, containing 30 young native trees, are 
available to all schools complete with downloadable curriculum linked 
resources for teachers. www.woodland-trust.org.uk/hedge 
 

Tree for All provides opportunities for schools to contribute toward an 
ambitious target of 12 million trees planted and 1 million children given 
the chance to plant a tree. Curriculum-linked resource sheets available 
to download from the website. To find out about Tree for All activities 
in Northern Ireland either email brianpoots@woodland-trust.org.uk or 
visit: www.treeforall.org.uk 
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WWF Northern Ireland is part of the global environmental network 
which works to stop the degradation of the planet's natural 
environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony 
with nature, by: 
 
• conserving the world's biological diversity, 
 
• ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is  
 sustainable, 
 
• reducing pollution and wasteful consumption. 
 
 
Activities offered: 
 
WWF promotes One Planet Living. Currently, we use far too much of 
the world’s resources. If everyone used as much energy, water, timber 
and food as we do in Northern Ireland, we would need three planets to 
survive. 
 
Through its online resource for teachers, WWF Learning 
www.wwflearning.org.uk, has developed training and resources for 
teachers on One Planet Living and education for sustainable 
development, including: 
 
• A dedicated teaching and learning area on the website, 
 
• Topic planning guides designed to help teachers create 
         innovative and effective materials and approaches to education 
         for sustainable development, 
             
• Online 'topic boxes on key sustainability themes, 
 
• Online pupil discussions designed to involve learners in  
         developing creative ways to make their school more sustainable. 

WWF NORTHERN IRELAND 

Curriculum Areas: 
Geography 
Science  
Citizenship 
 
Key Stages: 
1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Contact: 
Jim Kitchen (Head of 
WWF Northern Ireland) 
 
Address: 
13 West Street 
Carrickfergus 
BT38 7AR 
 
Tel: 028 9335 5166 
 
E-mail: 
jkitchen@wwf.org.uk 
 
Website: 
www.wwf.org.uk 
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DISTRICT COUNCILS 
Antrim Borough Council 
Antrim Civic Centre 
50 Stiles Way 
Antrim 
BT41 2UB 
  
Tel: 028 9446 3113 
E-mail: info:@antrim.gov.uk 
Website: www.antrim.gov.uk 

Ards Borough Council 
2 Church Street 
Newtownards 
BT23 4AP 
   
 
Tel: 028 9182 4000 
E-mail: ards@ards-council.gov.uk 
Website: www.ards-council.gov.uk 
  

Armagh City and District Council 
The Council Offices 
The Palace Demesne 
Armagh 
BT60 4EL 
  
Tel: 028 3752 9600 
E-mail:info@armagh.gov.uk 
Website: www.armagh.gov.uk 

Ballymena Borough Council 
Ardeevin 
80 Galgorm Road 
Ballymena 
BT42 1AB 
  
Tel: 08456 581581 
E-mail: council.reception@ballymena.gov.uk 
Website:www.ballymena.gov.uk 
  

Ballymoney Borough Council 
Riada House 
14 Charles Street 
Ballymoney 
BT53 6DZ 
  
Tel: 028 2766 0200 
E-mail: info@ballymoney.gov.uk 
Website: www.ballymoney.gov.uk 
  

Banbridge District Council 
Civic Building 
Downshire Road 
Banbridge 
BT32 3JY 
  
Tel: 028 4066 0600 
E-mail: info@banbridge.gov.uk 
Website: www.banbridge.com 
  

Belfast City Council 
City Hall 
Belfast 
BT1 5GS 
  
  
Tel: 028 9032 0202 
E-mail: generalenquiries@belfastcity.gov.uk 
Website: www.belfastcity.gov.uk 
  

Carrickfergus Borough Council 
Carrickfergus Museum and Civic Centre 
Antrim Street 
Carrickfergus 
BT38 7DG 
  
Tel: 028 9335 8000 
E-mail: info@carrickfergus.org 
Website: www.carrickfergus.org 
  

Castlereagh Borough Council 
Civic Centre 
1 Bradford Court 
Upper Galwally 
Belfast 
BT8 6RB 
  
Tel: 028 9049 4500 
E-mail: info@castlereagh.gov.uk 
Website: www.castlereagh.gov.uk 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Coleraine Borough Council 
Cloonavin 
66 Portstewart Road 
Coleraine 
BT52 1EY 
  
  
Tel: 028 7037 7034 
E-mail: info@colerainebc.gov.uk 
Website: www.coleraine.gov.uk 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 



 

59 

   
Cookstown District Council 
Burn Road 
Cookstown 
BT80 8DT 
  
  
  
Tel: 028 8676 2205 
E-mail: info@cookstown.gov.uk 
Website: www.cookstown.gov.uk 
  

  
Craigavon Borough Council 
Civic Centre 
PO Box 66 
Lakeview Road 
Craigavon 
BT64 1AL 
  
Tel: 028 3831 2400 
E-mail: info@craigavon.gov.uk 
Website: www.craigavon.gov.uk 
  

Derry City Council 
98 Strand Road 
Derry 
BT48 7NN 
  
Tel: 028 7136 5151 
E-mail:info@derrycity.gov.uk 
Website: www.derrycity.gov.uk 
  

Down District Council 
24 Strangford Road 
Downpatrick 
BT30 6SR 
  
Tel: 028 4461 080 
E-mail: council@downdc.gov.uk 
Website: www.downdc.gov.uk 
  

Dungannon and South Tyrone 
Borough  
Council 
Council Offices 
Circular Road 
Dungannon 
BT71 6DT 
  
Tel: 028 8772 0300 
E-mail: info@dungannon.gov.uk 
Website: www.dungannon.gov.uk 
  

Fermanagh District Council 
Townhall 
Enniskillen 
BT74 7BA 
  
  
  
Tel: 028 6632 5050 
E-mail: fdc@fermanagh.gov.uk 
Website: www.fermanagh.gov.uk 
  

Larne Borough Council 
Smiley Buildings 
Victoria Road 
Larne 
BT40 1RU 
  
Tel: 028 2827 2313 
E-mail: admin@larne.gov.uk 
Website: www.larne.gov.uk 

Limavady Borough Council 
Recreation/Tourist Department 
7 Connell Street 
Limavady 
BT49 0HA 
  
Tel: 028 7772 2226 
E-mail: info@limavady.gov.uk 
Website: www.limavady.gov.uk 
  

Lisburn City Council 
Lagan Valley Island 
Island Civic Centre 
The Island 
Lisburn 
BT27 4RL 
  
Tel: 028 9250 9250 
E-mail: enquiries@lisburn.gov.uk 
Website: www.lisburncity.gov.uk 
  

Magherafelt District Council 
50 Ballyronan Road 
Magherafelt 
BT45 6EN 
  
  
  
Tel: 028 7939 7979 
E-mail: info@magherafelt.gov.uk 
Website: www.magherafelt.gov.uk 
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Moyle District Council  
Sheskburn House 
7 Mary Street 
Ballycastle 
BT54 6QH 
 
Tel: 028 2076 2225 
E-mail: info@moyle-council.org  
Website: www.moyle-council.org 
 
 
 
Newtownabbey Borough Council 
Mossley Mill 
Newtownabbey 
BT36 5QA 
  
  
Tel: 028 9034 0000 
E-mail: info@newtownabbey.gov.uk 
Website: www.newtownabbey.gov.uk 
  

 
Newry and Mourne District 
Council 
Monaghan Row 
Newry 
BT35 8DL 
 
Tel: 028 3031 3031 
E- mail: 
administration@newryandmourne.gov.uk 
Website: www.newryandmourne.gov.uk 
 
 
North Down Borough Council 
Town Hall 
The Castle 
Bangor 
BT20 4BT 
  
Tel: 028 9127 0371 
E-mail: info@northdown.gov.uk 
Website: www.northdown.gov.uk 

Omagh District Council 
The Grange 
Mountjoy Road 
Omagh 
BT79 7BL 
  
Tel: 028 8224 5321 
E-mail: info@omagh.gov.uk 
Website: www.omagh.gov.uk 
  

Strabane District Council 
47 Derry Road 
Strabane 
BT82 8DY 
  
  
Tel: 028 7138 2204 
E-mail:info@strabanedc.com 
Website: www.strabanedc.org.uk 
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Belfast Education and Library Board      
Headquarters           
40 Academy Street                                                   
Belfast            
BT1 2NQ 
           
Tel: 028 9056 4000                  
E-mail: info@belb.co.uk         
Website: www.belb.org.uk   
                                  

    
North Eastern Education and Library Board 
County Hall  
182 Galgorm Road 
Ballymena  
BT42 1HN  
 
Tel: 028 2566 2271  
E-mail: info@neelb.org.uk  
Web: www.neelb.org.uk  
 
 
South Eastern Education and Library Board      
Grahamsbridge Road                                                 
Dundonald                                                                
Belfast                                                                     
BT16 HS  
          
Tel: 028 9056 6200          
E-mail: info@seelb.org.uk                                         
Website: www.seelb.org.uk     
                           
        
Southern Education and Library Board 
3 Charlemont Place 
The Mall 
Armagh 
BT61 9AX 
 
Tel: 028 3751 2200  
E-mail: info @selb.org.uk  
Website: www.selb.org.uk 
 
 

Western Education and Library Board 
1 Hospital Road 
Omagh 
BT79 0AW 
 
Tel: 028 8241 1411 
E-mail: info@welbni.org 
Website: www.welbni.org 

EDUCATION AND LIBRARY BOARDS 



62 

 
UNIVERSITIES 

 
 
Queen's University Belfast  
University Road 
Belfast  
BT7 1NN  
 
Tel:  028 9024 5133 
E-mail: depends on faculty 
Website: www.qub.ac.uk 
  

 
Stranmillis University College  
Stranmillis Road 
Belfast 
BT9 5DY 
  
Tel: 028 9038 1271 
E-mail: depends on faculty 
Website: www.stran.ac.uk 
  

St Mary’s University College  
Belfast 
191 Falls Road 
Belfast 
BT12 6FE 
 
Tel: 028 9032 7678 
E-mail: depends on faculty 
Website: www.stmarys-belfast.ac.uk 

University of Ulster Coleraine 
Campus 
Cromore Road 
Coleraine 
BT52 1SA 
 
Tel: 08 700 400 700 
E-mail:depends on faculty 
Website: www.ulster.ac.uk/campus/coleraine 

 
Department of Education 
Rathgael House 
Balloo Road 
Bangor 
BT19 7PR 
  
Tel: 028 9127 9279 
E-mail: mail @deni.gov.uk 
Website: www.deni.gov.uk 
  

 
Northern Ireland Council for  
Integrated Education 
10 Upper Crescent 
Belfast 
BT7 1HB 
  
Tel: 028 9023 6200 
E-mail: ljackson@nicie.org.uk 
Website: www.nicie.org.uk 

STATUTORY EDUCATION BODIES 
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OTHER EEF MEMBER ORGANISATIONS 
Action Renewables 
Woodchester House 
New Forge Lane 
Belfast BT9 5NW 
 
Tel: 028 9068 5061 
Email: info@actionrenewables.org 
Website: www.actionrenewables.org 
 

Boys Brigade 
N.I. Headquarters  
Rathmore House 
126 Glenarm Road 
Larne BT40 1DZ 
  
Tel: 028 2827 2794 
E-mail: info@bbni.org.uk 
Website: www.boys-brigade.org.uk 
  

Council for Nature Conservation & 
the Countryside, Historical 
Monuments Council and Historic 
Buildings Council 
Room 303 
5 – 33 Hill Street 
Belfast BT1 2LA 
  
Tel: 028 9054 3076 
E-mail: secretariat-hillst@doeni.gov.uk 
Website: www.ehsni.gov.uk/about/CNCC.shtm 
  

Department of Environment 
River House 
48 High Street 
Belfast BT1 2AW 
  
Tel: 028 9025 7363 
Website: www.doeni.gov.uk 

Kilcranny House 
21 Cranagh Road 
Coleraine 
BT51 3NN 
  
  
Tel: 028 7032 1816 
E-mail: info@kilcrannyhouse.org 
Website: www.kilcrannyhouse.org 

Northern Ireland Place Name 
Project 
Division of Celtic Studies, School of 
Languages 
Queens University Belfast 
Belfast BT7 1NN 
  
Tel: 028 9097 3689 
E-mail: townlands@qub.ac.uk 
Website: www.qub.ac.uk 

Northern Ireland Tourist Board 
St Anne's Court 
59 North Street 
Belfast 
BT1 1NB 
  
Tel: 028 9044 1679 
E-mail: see website 
Website: www.discovernorthernireland.com 

Scout Association 
109 Old Milltown Road 
Belfast 
BT8 7SP 
  
Tel: 028 9049 2829 
E-mail: info@scoutsni.com 
Website: www.scoutsni.com 

Sustainable Development 
Commission 
Room 1315, 
River House 
Belfast 
BT1 2AW 
  
Tel: 028 9025 7346 
E-mail: n.ireland@sdcommission.org.uk 
Website: sd-commission.org.uk 

Ulster Society for Protection of 
the Countryside 
The Peskett Centre 
2a Windsor Road 
Belfast 
BT9 7FQ 
 
Tel: 028 9038 1304 
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This document and further updates can be downloaded from the EEF Website             
www.eefni.org.uk 

 
 
 

If you would like to be included in the next edition, please contact 
eef@nienvironmentlink.org 

 

The Environmental Education Forum  
is supported by the  

Environment & Heritage Service PRINTED ON  
RECYCLED PAPER 


